Instructional Calendar for STC Lifecycles

Nine Weeks at a Glance


	Week
	Objective
	Kit Lesson/Session
	Time
	Comments

	1
	1.01


	Getting Ready for Caterpillars

Lesson 1 
	40 min.
	This lesson can be used as a pre assessment.  Be sure to save the drawings.

	1
	1.02


	Caring for Caterpillars

Lesson 2
	40 min.
	Don’t label the caterpillars with student names.  Assign each container a number after class.  This is less stressful to the students if a caterpillar doesn’t make it.

	2 
	1.01

1.02
	Learning More About Caterpillars

Lesson 3
	40 min.
	Save all of the students’ writings to be used in Lesson 13.

	2
	1.03
	Observing the Caterpillars

Lesson 4
	40 min.
	The sequence of the next three lessons may change

depending on the activity of the caterpillars

	2
	1.03
	Observing Change and Molting

Lesson 5
	40 min.
	This is a good time to put together the flight cages

	2
	1.01

1.02
	Silk Spinning

Lesson 6
	40 min
	There is lots of good background information in the teacher’s guide.

	3
	1.03
	From caterpillar to Chrysalis

Lesson 7
	40 min.
	Compare the students’ drawings to the ones they did in Lesson 1 as a mid-unit assessment.

	3
	1.03
	Observing the Chrysalis

Lesson 8
	40 min.
	A darkening of the chrysalis indicates that the butterfly will emerge in a day or two.

	4
	1.03
	The Butterfly Emerges

Lesson 9
	40 min.
	Either the life cycle headband or wheel can be used as an assessment.

	5
	1.02
	Feeding the Butterflies

Lesson 10
	40 min.
	If fresh flowers are available they can be put in the flight cage also.

	6
	1.03
	The Butterfly’s Body

Lesson 11
	40 min.
	Be sure to prepare students for butterflies that don’t emerge or emerge deformed.

	7
	
	The Butterflies Go Free

Lesson 12
	
	Butterflies should not be released into the environment.  Transfer them to a bigger cage if necessary and let the cycle continue.

	8
	
	Using Our Data

Lesson 13
	40 min.
	This is a good lesson for student self-assessment.

	8
	1.03
	Discovering that Butterflies are Insects

Lesson 14
	40 min.
	This lesson has can provide good Level 4 opportunities.

	9
	1.04
	Other Life Cycles

Lesson 15
	40 min.
	This lesson can be extended in many different ways to include the life cycles of various plants and animals which the students can observe all year.
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