“Choosing Just Right Books”

Day 1

Choosing “just right” books independently

*Have kids bring two books from their baskets for this mini lesson*

*Have bins of books ready for each table*

· Bookstore story: Looking for books for a friend of mine’s daughter who is also in first grade but didn’t know what to get .Decided to call her up, and she said her daughter loved Biscuit books (they weren’t too easy and they weren’t too hard, they were “just right”). So, that gave me an idea of what kind of books to look for. 

· That got me thinking. You guys all find just right books with the help from me in our classroom library. Some books also have colored dots on them to help you too. But, what happens if you go to the library or a store and you have to find books that are just right for you, but you have me or the dots to help you? Today, I am going to teach you some ways to find just right books all by yourself.

· Watch was I do (pretend I’m a first grader) and there are just right books in my bin. I want to look to see how they go. (Talk out loud and note similarities about the books) Now, I need to go in the library and find other books that are like my just right books.

· Did you notice that I looked at my just right books to see what they have in common?

· Now I want you to try it. I asked you to bring two just right books to the mini lesson. Look at your books and see what they have in common and notice what makes them just right books.

· Tell the person sitting next to you what you notice about your books, what do they have in common with each other, how are they alike?

· Walk around and comment on what kids are noticing.

· Have kids stop and listen… Some of you noticed that your books all (have a few words on a page and then a picture, or the books are divided into chapters, or they have a lot of words on the page and a small picture)

· Today, I put book bins on your tables. What I want you to do during reading time today, is look through the bins and see if you can find a just right book. You’ll want to find book that look like your other just right books.

· Dismiss kids by number

· End of Workshop: Have kids bring their just right book to carpet and they can share why it is just right.

Day 2
Readers have strategies to tell if a book is just right.
· Yesterday we talked about choosing just right books by comparing them to our other just right books

· Today, I am going to show you one more thing that you can do to see if a book is just right for you

· I have three books here; one is too easy, one is too hard, and the other is just right for me. I am going to read a few pages from each one, and I want you to turn and tell your neighbor if the book is too easy, too hard, and just right. When you talk with your neighbor, you have to tell each other why you think it is too easy, too hard, or just right. I will then ask some of you to share

· Read pages and let kids decide. Talk about reasoning.

· Remind them that just right books should be read not too slow and not too fast, there can be a couple of tricky words on a page but no more than 5. If they read the book to fast and they understand everything in the book, then that book is too easy.

· Have kids go off and read

Day 3
Things to look for when choosing “just-right” books
· Ask students to bring a just right book to the carpet. Ask them to share some things that are the same and different from the just right book with the person next to them (compare and contrast)

· Create a lotus titled ‘Just Right Books’. 

· Lead students to make a list of things to notice when choosing a just right book: big letters/small letters, lots of pages/few pages, five finger rule, if they’re interesting, lots of pictures/few pictures, lots of words/few words, etc.

· Remind students to review the Just Right Books lotus

· Send students off to choose a just right book from a book bin on their desks and read

· Walk around and see if they are making smart book choices
Day 4

Preparing for Unit 2 Celebration

· Practice reading 2-3 books from basket with fluency and expression for reading celebration

Day 5

READING CELEBRATION (kids choice)

