Diversity/Black History:
	Self-Portraits/What makes me unique?

Read the book “Is there really a human race?” Have students draw a self-portrait with skin-colored crayons of just their heads. Or you can do a paper mosaic with construction paper squares. Then have students write 5 sentences (this is our goal this quarter) using details that describe what makes them unique. The details could be about what their family, their abilities, their heritage, etc. If you are brave (, you can also scan the pictures and have students record their writing on Voicethread. 
	Every Piece Is Important!

Read the book “Shades of Black”. Have 2 large pieces of white butcher paper. Draw a big circle for the earth, the same size on both pieces. On one piece, or both, draw outlines of puzzle pieces (my class would need 22 + 2 for me and ta). Then, cut one of the butcher papers’ puzzle pieces out and number the back to match the other piece of paper. Also, write a “T” on the top of each puzzle piece so that the student’s drawings are not upside down when you put them back together. Each student will receive 1 puzzle piece to draw themselves doing something that makes them unique/special. Have them color the puzzle piece so that there is no white showing. Then, have students glue the pieces back together to make a globe. Have each student trace their hands (could use skin-colored construction paper, or use white paper and let them color the color of their skin). Place the hands around the globe in a circle. Label the poster with the heading above. 


	I Have a Dream…
Have students write “I have a dream…” speech bubbles about what they want to change in the world to make it better. Have them draw themselves on a small piece of white paper and have the speech bubble coming out of their mouth.
	Peaceful Solutions –
After reading parts of, “Martin’s BIG Words”, talk about Martin Luther King and how he peacefully worked to solve many problems. Have chart paper with t-chart on it and a marker ready. Have students write down a conflict they might have in their life (recess, sharing, rules of a game, etc.) and let them write it down on a post-it. Allow students to place post-its on one side of t-chart. Then have a class discussion of how you could solve those conflicts – write responses on other side of t-chart.

	The Story of Ruby Bridges
Read the story above, then have students complete a venn diagram comparing our school to Ruby’s school. 
	The Other Side – Text-to-Self Connection

Read the book above, then have students make self-to-text connections about how it would feel to be left out or to not be allowed to play with other friends because of their skin color.

	Poem – For higher reading groups
Students can underline parts they found interesting or circle parts that they have questions about, or put stars next to parts that they like.

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen

When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

I’ll be at the table

When company comes.

Nobody’ll dare

Say to me,

“Eat in the kitchen,”

Then.

Besides,

They’ll see how beautiful I am

And be ashamed – 

I, too, am America.

QUESTIONS:

1. What does the author begin the poem with the words “darker brother”?

2. Why does he have to be sent to the kitchen?

3. Is he upset that he has to eat in the kitchen? How can you tell?

4. What does it mean when he says that he “grows strong”?

5. Does the author really mean “tomorrow”? What else could he mean?

6. What does it mean to be ashamed?

7. Why will they be ashamed?
	Martin Luther King Poem
I have a dream, said Martin Luther King

We’re gonna make that dream come true.

Let freedom ring, said Martin Luther King,

It’s up to me and you.

It’s not the color of your hair,

It’s not the color of your skin,

It doesn’t matter what you wear,

It’s the character within.

I have a dream, said Martin Luther King

We’re gonna make that dream come true,

Let freedom ring, said Martin Luther King

It’s up to me and you.

	Follow the Drinking Gourd – Questioning & Predictions
Read the book above, but first make a prediction of what it might be about. Ask students to infer what they think a drinking gourd is.  Tell students you want them to be thinking of questions they have about the book b/c they will be writing in their reading journals 4 questions that they have about the book. As you read, model how you would ask questions. After reading, summarize what the book was mainly about (MAIN IDEA), and explain again the importance of the quilts and the Underground Railroad.  Review with students what words questions can begin with. Have students write questions in journal using capital letters and question marks.

EXTENSION:

Have small fabric squares cut-out, light solid colors work best, and have students decorate a quilt square using marker. Talk about designs of quilts before drawing and explain that quilts often showed pathways and landmarks to get to freedom. Put together by sewing or fabric glue to make a class quilt.

Also, students can reenact the story in the form of a skit and pretend they are slaves trying to get to a safe house. They must follow the drinking gourd. Celebrate when all slaves have reached freedom! 

Look to right for questions to ask.
	<<<<<<  Questions to use:
1. What is a peg leg?

2. Why does he need to use a hammer and a nail and a saw?

3. I wonder what they mean when they say plantation?

4. Gourd…what is a drinking gourd and why are they following it?

5. Why were they looking at the stars?

6. Why did they hide in the trees?

7. I wonder what they mean by “runaway’s scent”?

8. What will happen next? Those dogs look angry.

9. I wonder why the had to walk at night and sleep during the day?

10. Where would they send them back to?

11. What is a thicket?

12. Who is the “big man”?

13. What kind of hiding places are they talking about?

14. What is the Underground Railroad?

15. What was it like under the barn?

16. What is a Quaker farm?

17. How do you wash away fear and pain?

	Rosa Parks changed the rules:
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/03/lp297-02.shtml 

Read first one of the following books: If a bus could talk: The story of Rosa Parks, The story of Rosa Parks, A Picture Book of Rosa Parks, or I am Rosa Parks. Using the link above, print and copy the worksheet. Students will work in partners to read and follow simple directions. It would be best to put low-reading students together in a small group with TA.
	Jackie Robinson – African American Athletes:
Have students discuss their favorite sports, maybe even let them write/draw on post-its. Read the story “Young Jackie Robinson, Baseball Hero”. Discuss the covey habit “Seeking First to Understand”. Ask students about what Jackie did when he was called mean names. Ask students to talk about what they would do if they saw someone calling someone mean names, etc. 

EXTENSION or CENTER:

Have students trace t-shirt outline. Then stamp/draw/paint letters – DODGERS and have them draw a picture of Jackie Robinson.

	African-American Inventors:
Read about or show different pictures of different inventors like Benjamin Banneker, Jan Matzeliger, Elijah J. McCoy, Granville T. Woods, and Garrett Morgan. Have materials out like craft wood pieces, milk containers, pipe cleaners, straws, paper clips, tape, paper, glue, paint, markers, crayons, etc.  Talk about what an inventor is and what an invention is. Allow students to think of and create an invention of their own. Have students share how they would use their invention, and what art and craft materials they used to create it. 
	The Black Snowman by Phil Mendez
Read the book above, complete a class venn diagram comparing the characters Peewee and Jacob. Draw attention to the attributes and emotions expressed by each.

Pg. 6 – frightened, angry, furious

Pg. 8 – mama’s boy, not confrontational, sarcasm

Pg. 10 – emotional, embarrassed

Pg 11 – helpful, moody

Pg. 19 – determined

Pg. 21 – suspicious

Pg. 29 – resourceful

Pg. 31 – curious

Pg. 36 – selfish, determined

Pg. 42 – believer

Pg. 43 - fortunate


