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The story is written in a focused, logical sequence but it needs work on the ending. The student uses a variety of
sentences. Spelling is a strength and punctuation is used. The student does not use paragraphs in the piece.

Suggested Instructional Implications: The student needs to work on bringing stories to a conclusion rather than
just stopping. She can also work on writing paragraphs and identifying paragraphs in her writing. While the story is

good, details would make it even better so adding details should also be addressed. Looking at good models by
authors would be helpful for her.
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“Trampoline”
Early Independent Writing Sample
Focus
· The topic is clear and most of the sentences are about the time the narrator and Savannah played on the trampoline. 

Organization

· There is evidence of organization with a clear beginning and middle but the story does not seem complete.  
· Some transitional phrases are used to connect sentences.  When I jumped up, When I jumped down
Support and Elaboration

· Uses details to help the reader see what is described. “When I jumped up, she jumped down. When I jumped down, she jumped up.” “tried holding hands and jumping”
Style

· Most sentences start in the same way. “We…We…We”
· Uses many short sentences that make the story seem choppy. 

· Uses some precise words. ‘seat drop, trampoline, one after another’
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	Focus


	Organization


	Support and Elaboration
	Style



	
	4
	· The topic is very clear

· The topic is maintained throughout the entire writing

· The topic is very focused
	· The writing is unified

· The sentences connect to each other

· May use transitional words or phrases to move the writing along


	· Extends ideas with multiple elaborated sentences

· Creates visual and sensory images 


	· Uses sentence variety in both length and structure

· Uses more complex sentences

· Word choice is precise and purposeful


	
	3
	· The topic is generally clear

· Most of the sentences are about the topic

· The topic is not too big


	· There is a clear beginning, middle, and end                (or organizational structure appropriate for the particular type of writing)
· Uses transitional words to connect sentences

· The writing is complete
	· Uses details to help the reader see what is described
· Uses several sentences to expand on an action or idea
· Uses where, how, when , why phrases 
· Details are related to the topic
	· Uses some short and some long sentences
· Starts sentences in different ways
· Uses literary (book) language
· Uses precise words (German Shepherd instead of dog)

	
	2
	· The topic is vague or unclear

· Many sentences are not on the topic

· The topic is too big 
	· The writing may be missing either a beginning, middle, or end

· There are lapses in sequence or organization

· Sentences do not connect to each other
	· Writing is list like

· Few ideas are elaborated

· Uses few specific details

· Details may be unrelated to the topic
	· Uses many overused words

· Uses mostly short sentences

· Most sentences start the same way



	
	1
	· The topic is confusing

· Most sentences do not have a clear purpose

· The sentences appear random
	· Lacks structure or organization
	· No ideas are developed 
	· Word choice does not make sense

· Sentences may all begin with the same word

	
	Score
	3
	3
	3
	2
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 Does the student demonstrate expected proficiency in the following areas of Conventions? 

     __√_ Sentence Structure    ___√_Usage    _√__ Spelling    __√__ Capitalization    __√_ Punctuation
   _√__Handwriting


