Excerpts from Reading with Meaning
Chapter 10:  Determining Importance in Nonfiction

· …before I could teach children how to use the features of nonfiction in purposeful ways, I had to teach them what nonfiction was.  (page 142)
· Just as with narrative text, teaching children that expository text has predictable characteristics and features they can count on before they read allows them to construct meaning more easily as they read.  (page 145)
· In his book I See What You Mean, Steve Moline writes, “If we teach children that all reading is ‘reading for story’ we overlook many key strategies that we employ when we read selectively.  Some of these strategies include scanning, skimming, accessing the text through the index, using headings and signposts to the information we want or just strolling through the pictures in order to orientate ourselves in the text” (p.8).  (pages 146-147)
· But we also knew we needed to build children’s background knowledge and explicitly teach them what nonfiction conventions are, what kinds of information these conventions give us, and how they help us determine what is important in a text.  (page 148)
	What’s Key for Kids?

· Readers distinguish the differences between fiction and nonfiction.

· Readers distinguish important from unimportant information in order to identify key ideas or themes as they read.

· Readers use their knowledge of narrative and expository text features to make predictions about text organization and content.
· Readers utilize text features to help them distinguish important from unimportant information.

· Readers use their knowledge of important and relevant parts of text to answer questions and synthesize text for themselves and others.


Chapter 11:  Synthesizing Information

· You told me it was simple elements of thought transformed into a complex whole.  But you told the kids that synthesis is like throwing a rock into a pond:  first there’s the splash, and then the water ripples out, making little waves that get bigger and bigger.  (page 159)

· To give the kids a framework for thinking about retelling as they synthesize what they’ve read, I teach them to 

· tell what’s important,

· in a way that makes sense, 

· without telling too much.  (page 162)

	What’s Key for Kids?

· Readers monitor overall meaning, important concepts, and themes in text as they read, understanding that their thinking evolves in the process.

· Readers retell what they have read as a way of synthesizing.

· Readers capitalize on opportunities to share, recommend, and criticize books they have read.

· Readers extend their synthesis of the literal meaning of a text to the inferential level.

· Readers synthesize to understand more clearly what they have read.


