Family Feast/Thanksgiving Center/Station Activities

 Weeks of November 17th and 24th 

Computers
Word Wizard  (just like making words, but with verbal clues!) 

· Students pick from 1 of 4 popular books (Corduroy, Chrysanthemum, etc.) 
· The program reads clues and puts letter boxes. 

· There are 5 or 6 clues for one set of letters 

· Each time you make a longer word using the same set of letters

http://readwritethink.org/materials/wordwizard/
Great Math Games: http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_1st.htm
Kidpix

· Thankful Lotus or Family Traditions 

Online Jigsaw Puzzles

http://www.primarygames.com/puzzles/jigsaw.htm
Science/Health

· Keep a food journal for a day – tally next to each food group eaten

· Sort play food into five food groups

· Cut out large construction paper triangle (food pyramid)

· Have students go through grocery store ads to fill up the pyramid

Math

· Pattern Block Turkey

· Food Patterns (can even be real items like noodles, pumpkin seeds,etc.)

· Addition Fact Family Houses (Tiffany’s Idea!)  

· Draw a house and have students put all the addition number sentences or facts inside (differentiate numbers) 

· Grocery Lists with Calculators

· Give students a grocery store add.  They can write in the items or cut out the pictures and then write the price. Use T-chart for items and price. Students may use a calculator to add up the total.

· Calendar Math 

· Have the students fill in a blank November calendar. Ask students to draw a picture on the holidays (Election Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving, etc.) Students can work in pairs to ask each other calendar math questions. 

· What date comes before November 13th?

· What day of the week is November 22? (You get the idea)

GAMES
Odd/Even Grocery Game

· Using play food or non-perishable foods, have students fill a partner’s grocery bag. The other student must count the items and decide if they have an odd or even number of groceries

Pick a Turkey 

· Students color in a worksheet of small turkeys and then cut them out

· Place the turkeys in a bag

· Shake the bag and pick without looking

· Put a tally next to the turkey you picked 

· Play again 

Writing

· Turkey Cinquain poem

· Acrostic Poems (Turkey, Pilgrim, Mayflower, Indians, Feast, Family) 

· Family Feast Invitations/Letters – students can practice writing a letter/invitation to their family feast 
· Create a grocery list for your family feast 

Pocket Chart 

· Sorting Words (by syllables, by blends, by word family) 

· Covey Songs – write the words on sentence strips, cut them into phrases, and have the kids put them back to together

· Fact Families - 

Overhead or Poetry 

· Copy songs/poems to practice handwriting on lined transparency

· Thanksgiving Riddle Poems (see Chris on Monday if you want this)
· Albuquerque Turkey (see attached) 
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Creation Station
· Turkey (Made from handprints and footprints)

· Create family feast placemats

· Leaf rubbings

· Drawings

· Weave strips of construction paper

· Make the Mayflower

· Pilgrims and Indians (toilet paper rolls)

· Build a Classroom Tree of Thanks

· Each child writes what they are thankful 

For on their handprint which will be the leaves on your tree

Other (Quality Tools, etc.)

Venn Diagram

· Read two books about Thanksgiving or feasts

(compare characters, feasts, etc.) 

· Thanksgiving today and long ago

Lotus

· Thankful

· My Thanksgiving Family Traditions

· My Family Feast (menu) 

· Guests

· Sharpen the Saw (over the long holiday) 

Fishbone

· The Perfect Thanksgiving
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