Stations – February

Library

· Students read books and complete a book review (see attached)

· With partner or individually

· Provide students with a variety of everyday texts to read and explore

· Children’s magazines, newspapers (mini pages, etc.)

· Menus, children’s dictionaries

· Give students real children’s umbrella. Ask students to find the main idea and stick it on the umbrella (written on post-it notes). Supporting details can go on post-its underneath the umbrella. 
· Students read books and retell the beginning, middle, and end. Have a large snowman laminated. Each circle of the snowman represents the b, m, and end. Students can orally retell this info as they point to the snowman or use post-its.
Word Study

· Students can create sight words and word family words with the following activities:
· Easter Eggs

· Take index cards and cut them into small squares or rectangles. Write one letter on each square. Put squares inside easter eggs. Students will reassemble words. 
· Spaghetti Spelling
· Cut white or yellow yarn into a variety of sizes. Place yarn in old pot or bowl. Students will use “spaghetti” to spell out words.
· Playdoh Words
· Stamping out Words
· Magnet Letters or Word Soup
· Place magnet letters in bowl. Students can use a spoon to select letters and build as many words as possible.
· Magna Doodle Words
· Chalk Words

· Letter Tiles to Build Words

· Pipe Cleaner Words

· Wiki Sticks

· Tactile Bags 

· Put glue or gel in sealed bag. Students spell out words using their finger. 

· Sand in an upside down burner cover (for the stove) – they make round and square ones (it’s a tin type material)

· Word Study Fun Activities

· Use word study fun cards with word families 

· Hide words in a picture

· Rainbow words

· Train or snake words, etc. 

· This station can stay exciting if you change the writing medium (gel pels, markers, crayons, chalk on black paper, etc.)

· Write silly stories or sentences using as many word wall words as possible. Decide how to show word wall words (put a star, circle, square, etc.) around them.

· Word Games

· Memory or concentration

· Pick up sticks (on craft sticks)

· Rotton Bananas

Writing

· Sticker stories
· Letters and envelopes 
· Story Elements
· Take craft sticks in three colors. Write out characters, settings, and plots (problems). Students pick 3 sticks (one for each story element) and write a story about these items. 
· Punctuation beach ball or dice
· Write on a beach ball or blank dice ( ,  ?   !  ) 
· Students toss it and wherever their right thumb lands (if using beach ball) – this is the type of sentence they need to write. 
· Notepad or Diecut Stories
· Give students a variety of notepads or diecut shapes. 
· Students write stories on or about these objects.
· Silly Stories

· 2 brown lunch bags or containers

· put title starters in each bag (on small cards)

· Bag 1: The red monkey    Bag 2: Who loved pizza

· Students have to pick one card from each bag and this becomes the title for their silly story.

· Lists (using those long refrigerator notepads)

· Make a variety of list topics and put them in a container.

· Students pick a topic and create a list

· Topic ideas: pets, sports, favorite books, groceries, toys,etc

· Magazine  pictures or real pictures

· Display a variety of pictures

· Students choose a picture and write a descriptive story about it or they can simply make a list of describing words about the picture.

· Acrostic Favorites

· Write many words on small slips of paper. Put them in a jar. Students choose one slip and write this word down the side of their paper. This is the word they write their acrostic poem about.

Handwriting

· Provide students with lined marker boards and poem/song books or several poems to choose from.
· Students practice handwriting by copying poems or songs on the lined white board
· Students do the same thing except they write on the overhead
· Give students a class list or ask them to use student names from the Word Wall to practice handwriting (gel pels are fun!)
Math 

· Pattern Cards
· Create a deck of cards with index cards – write pattern names on the cards. Students have to pick a card and then make that pattern with the math manipulatives
· Dominoe Addition or Subtraction

· Muffin Math

· Use a disposable muffin tin. Write number sentences on the botton of the paper liners. Cut out circles (construction paper) with the answers on them. Students place the circles on the correct number sentences.
· Five Finger Fun 
· Number hand cutouts by 5’s and 10’s. 
· Mix hands up in a bag or container
· Students pick one hand at a time and must put them in order
· Fact Houses
· Create houses out of construction paper. Write either one number on the roof or 3 numbers on the roof. 
Ex: 10  or write 6, 4, 10  

· Students write all the addition or subtraction facts that they know (either on cards or laminate the house)
· Squiggle Estimation
· Create large sqiggley lines or shapes (snake squiggley line or zig-zag) on laminated paper
· Give students beans
· They have to estimate how many beans it would take to fill up the sqiggley line or shape prior to actually doing it. 
· Treasure to Measure
· Put items in a shoebox or treasure box. Provide students with ruler and allow them to practice measuring. You can also do this with non-standard units. You can choose to have a recording sheet or not.
· My Day Time Books
· Students think of activities they do in the morning, afternoon, and at night. They can create simple time books, drawing a picture, a clock, and writing a sentence about what they do at this time.
· Time Concentration Game
· Create or buy flashcards with the digital time and analog time. Students have to find the matches. 
· Geoboards (for kids who still need to work on shapes)
· Stamp out story problems (addition and subtraction)
· Use seasonal stamps or objects (bears, leaves, flowers, etc.)
· Students have to fill in the number sentence
· Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow
· Create flashcards with time words (yesterday, today, tomorrow, or even 7:00, 12:00, 3:30, etc.) Students take turns picking a card and telling about what happens or happened at this time. This is a great way for the students to learn to use their time words. You can add the clock or they can draw/write if done individually.
· Egg Timer Estimations
· See attached task sheet. 
· Students have to estimate how many times they can complete a task before the sand runs out. They record their guess and the actual number. Tasks include things like drawing smiley faces, clipping links together, stamping the alphabet, punching holes in a sheet of paper with a hole punch, etc.
· Calendar Cutups
· Laminate a blank calendar template (there are many free ones you can download – just type blank calendar in google) and all of the pieces to go on it. 
· Months, dates, days of the week. 
· Students choose a month and fill in the calendar accordingly. This is great for number sense and students who have trouble with calendar math. You can ask questions once they’ve filled it in. 
· Unifix Cube Estimation
· Many of the kids have trouble with spatial visualization and estimating how many cubes would fit in a particular area or space. Draw a various shapes and ask the students to estimate how many cubes would fit inside. Then ask them to draw the cubes inside. They can check their work by actually using the cubes to fill in the space. 
· Scrabble Addition

· Use scrabble letter tiles. 

· Create a simple word list (tree, like, or use word family words) Students must build these words with the letter tiles and then add up their worth. (A calculator is an option at this station)

Science

· Pet Rocks – students create and write about their pet rock.

· Soil Samples

· Students can use hand lenses and describe their samples.

· Classify animals by habitat or NC region  (also great at pocket chart)

· Sink/Float Activities

· Give students small tubs of water. (This station works great near the sink). Give students a variety of materials and allow them to explore the properties of sinking or floating.

· Sorting objects by properties 

· Rocks

· Plastic lids (come see me – I have a million!) 

· Classroom objects

· Buttons

Pocket Chart

· Songs/Poems
· Write songs, poems, or even our Covey songs on sentence strips. Students have to put them back together and practice reading them. They can also use word finder (pointers with open holes to read words) to highlight sight words and word family words. 
· Sort words and/or pictures according to feature (s-blends, digraphs, etc.)
· Sort words and/or pictures by syllable 
· Sort animal words/pictures by habitat or by NC region
· I have animal cards when we get to world environments
· Sequencing Activities
· Write stories or events on sentence strips. Students have to put them in sequential order so the story makes sense. You can do this with pictures as well for our ESL or lower learners. 
· Character, Setting, Plot sorts 
· Write the words character, setting, and plot on 3 index cards. Students place these cards at the top of the pocket chart. Provide students with another set of index cards with places, character names, and a variety of plots. They have to sort the cards by story element. 
· Card examples: Brother Bear, Little Red Riding Hood, Ms. Hahner, Student names, Mickey Mouse, at school, yesterday on the playground, the grocery store,  losing a tooth, getting lost on vacation, winning a race, etc. 
Computers

(Check out the first grade websites icon – Randall has updated this with many of the sites we use!)

· Study Island
· Kidpix (lotus option)
· www.readwritethink.org
· Kidspiration (has great math, reading, writing, science, and social studies activities – very graphic organizer friendly!)
· www.internet4classrooms.  (can choose games by objectives)
· Tumblebooks – for listening 

(I’m always finding new sites – let me know if you are looking for more.)

Creation Station

· Create portraits of Martin Luther King or other famous African American heroes (drawing, with noodles, or magazine collages)

· Give students half of an egg carton. Allow them to make the bus that Rosa Parks boycotted.

· Ruby Bridges – give students a large sheet of construction paper. Ask them to fold it in half. Label it My classroom on one side and Ruby’s classroom on the other. They can draw what it was like and can compare classrooms through their pictures.
· Patterns

· Beads/noodles 

· Drawing, 

· Tissue paper balls

· Beans

· Anything that the kids can create and extend patterns and have fun creating!

· Legos or Blocks – I often use free choice building and sometimes I ask them to make something specific tied in to what we are studying– like a model of the classroom (when we were studying maps)

· Inventions (with a variety of materials – straws, paper towel rolls, paperclips, yarn, tissue boxes, etc.)

· Flow Chart Direections

· Give students simple directions in a flow chart – ask them to build or make something following the flow chart
Black History Month (just a few ideas)

· Please see me if you need book ideas
· Compare characters in 2 books (Rosa Parks and Ruby Bridges for ex.)
· Venn Diagrams
· Freedom Lotus 
· Talk about Martin Luther King Jr. Let students draw or write with the following prompt – I have a dream . . .
· United Streaming has a great video of the book Martin’s Big Words. You can play this for the kids and then have them do a quality tool about why Martin Luther King was a hero.
· See Creation station for 3 ideas above
· Read the book Henry’s Freedom Box. It’s about a man who mails himself out of slavery. This can be a very intense topic. I try to explain the gravity of it all – but I also keep it at their level. I change some of the words as I read the book as well. I bring a box to school and ask the students to imagine what it would be like to have to sit in a box for days without food, water, and having to be silent. I ask them to take turns writing what freedom means to them on the box. I give them each a marker. 
100th Day

· 100s board race

· Give students blank hundreds board and a die or dice. Students can play this game in pairs. Students take turns rolling the die and coloring in that many blocks on the hundreds board. Whoever gets to 100 first wins!

· When I’m 100 years old…

· Give students brown lunch bags to create their wrinkley faces. They can add eyes and yarn for hair. Then students can write about themselves when they are 100

· 100 day collections (counting, presenting, and measuring

· You can have students bring 100 of something (cereal, pennies, paperclips, noodles, etc.) Students present their collection to the class. Afterwards, you can ask students to sort their collections by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s, They can create piles. Students can also lay their items back to back in a large row. Students can estimate how long their collection is and then actually measure it with a ruler or nonstandard units

· Large 100 on construction paper

· Have students make large bubble numbers for 100 or you can do this ahead of time. 

· Give students simple materials to glue into their 100. They have to glue 100 items inside the numbers. (beans, candy, noodles.etc.)

· Can you write 100 words? (you can do this as a class or maybe by tables)

· How many times can you write your name or perform simple tasks in 100 seconds (this is great with exercises as well)

· Do 100 piece puzzles 

· Do 100 addition facts as a class

· How many different Ways can you make 100 – using math manipulatives and reading a similar book before/after students explore this question with manipulatives

· Creating a list of 100 things we learned or 100 things we love about school or 100 things we are thankful for at school or 100 ways we can help others

· Finger print and handprints – create classroom posters using the kids fingerprints and handprints (2’s, 5’s, 10’s)

Valentine’s Day 

· Creation Station 

· Students create their mailboxes for Valentines

· Heart Art

· Provide students with a variety of hear cutouts. Let them go nuts!

· Math 

· Estimate and graph candy hearts. 

· Make many heart cutouts. Put one number on each heart. Students can work on number order, counting by 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, place value or even addition and subtraction problems.

· Make a heart on the 100’s board

(I have the directions – I’ll e-mail them out!)

· Quality Tools

· Love Lotus or bubble map

· Friendship Lotus or bubble map

· Word Study/Literacy

· Heart Sight Word or Word Family Caterpillars

· Students write one word on each heart and connect them to make a caterpillar

· Broken heart contractions

· Write the complete contraction on a heart

· Cut another heart in half and write each component of the contraction on each half

· Students can play this like a concentration game where they have to find the matches. Contractions are tricky enough for the kids – it’s best to do this with the hearts face up.

