First Grade Literacy Stations May 2009

More Literacy Station Ideas!  
This site has ENDLESS ideas that are very easy to implement in class! This is awesome for new ideas and easy ways to make small changes to stations to keep the kids engaged. You can choose stations based on the following categories.

· Phonics

· Phonemic Awareness

· Fluency

· Vocabulary

· Comprehension

http://firstgradecce.wikispaces.com/Skills+-+Centers
The rest of the website is incredible too – I just found this site and I’m loving it!

ESL Games or Word Games

Check out this online resource to help your ESL or ELL students. It’s also a great resource for first graders in general:   http://www.manythings.org/hmf/   The kids can play hangman with sight words too! 

Plants

· Creation Station
· Students can create and label their own parts of a plant diagram 

· Stem = craft stick or straw

· Leaves = tissue paper or construction paper, etc.

· Roots = string, yarn, 
· Flower = tissue paper, cupcake liner, etc. 

· Leaf or plant rubbings

· Sunflower mosaic (I have a picture in a book if you want to see it)

Use dried beans in the middle, long torn pieces of yellow paper, 1 long piece of green paper for stem, and small torn pieces of green paper put together to make the leaves
· Science

· Go on an organisms walk – students create a list of living and non-living things. 

· Create a T-chart (Living/Non-living).  Ask students to cut out magazine pictures and sort them according to category. 
· Figure out what parts of the plants and what kinds of foods fit into these categories:  Students will draw and label foods we can eat under each category:
· Computers:

· http://urbanext.illinois.edu/gpe/index.html - The Great Plant Escape – If you click on the various cases and then mysteries or activities (below) – there are some cute quizzes (parts of a plant, etc.)
· Make a bubble map on Kidpix of What Plants Need
· Parts of a Plant Video – Brain Pop Jr. 

Insects

· Pocket Chart or Overhead Station:
http://www.canteach.ca/elementary/songspoems44.html
Use these poems to have students put them back together (on sentence strips) in the pocket chart  or they can practice handwriting by writing the poems on the Overhead.

· Creation Station

· Build a bug (have small containers full of materials. Have one container for each insect part (head, thorax, abdomen, eyes, legs, wings, antennae, etc) You can use pipe cleaners, craft sticks, pompoms, toilet paper tubes, googley eyes, foil, construction paper, markers, noodles, etc.)
· Create your own drawing of an ant colony. The students draw the various tunnels and label all the “rooms” in their ant colony. You can also do this with sand. Have students put glue on brown paper – sprinkle sand over top. While glue is still wet, students can use their fingers to draw tunnels and passage ways in the sand. They can add ants and label the rooms. 
· Plaster of Paris Ladybugs using a plastic soon 
· Click Beetle – using baby food jar lids

· Finger print bugs (butterflies, ladybugs, bees, caterpillars, beetles, etc.)

· Coffee Filter and Clothespin Butterflies

· More insect and bug crafts:

· http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/bugs.html
· http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/insects/crafts.htm
· Computers:

· Insect Hunt on Foss Web: 

http://www.fossweb.com/modulesK-2/InsectsandPlants/index.html
· Let’s Talk about Insects:    http://urbanext.illinois.edu/insects/
· Am I an Insect Drag and Sort: 

http://www.amentsoc.org/bug-club/fun/online-games-insect.html
· Science:

· An Ant’s Eye View: most ants have 2 large compound eyes. The images an ant sees is broken into tiny pieces. Take a magazine picture and cut it into small squares and then glue it back together with spaces in between the rows and columns. 

· Sort plastic animals – 1) Is it an insect?  2) Identify the 3 parts

· Venn Diagram  or T-chart (helpful vs. Harmful insects)

More Insect Lesson Ideas:
http://iitc.tamu.edu/lesson_plans.html

