“Flexibility with Print Strategies/Using More Than One Tool to Help Us” 

Day 1
Readers always think about what makes sense. (GR p. 127 and 130)
*This lesson should be repeated time and time again.. always reiterate it while teaching other print strategy lessons*

· Readers, we have so many strategies/tools that we can work with to help us figure out tricky words, but one thing I am noticing is that whenever we are figuring out words, we aren’t always thinking if that word makes sense in the sentence.
· For example, I am going to have you help me read this big book. I have some words covered up on each page. We are going to use our tools to help us figure out the words. But, what we need to ask ourselves is, does this word make sense… does it sound like language?

· Watch me first and then I will let you try. (Show kids using strategies we have learned to far and ask them “would this make sense” why/why not?

· Have them work through the next few pages together.

· Now do you see how important it is to check yourselves by asking, does this make sense, does it sound like language?

· Show them the MSSLL strategy. This is a missile… it stands for “Makes sense, sounds like language”. It is another strategy/tool that we are going to add to our wall of tools because it is a very important one.

· Give me two thumbs up if you can ask yourselves this while reading today. Let’s practice saying it.

· Dismiss by table color.

· End of workshop: Point out a few kids who used this strategy today.

Day 2
Readers use more than one tool to help them figure out words (GR p. 128-129)
· Yesterday, something very cool happened.

· Tell story about Vern coming to fix our sink, wall etc. He brought in his toolbox, and it made me thinking about how we have toolboxes as readers. First, he pulled out a wrench, but realized it wasn’t the right kind, so he had to go back in his toolbox and get another one and that one worked. He could fix our sink because he brought the right tools. 

· Then I thought, what if he didn’t bring the right tools, what if he only brought that one wrench? What if he had only brought a hammer? Could we have fixed our sink?

· This made me think of you guys. You know how we have been learning about the strategies/tools that readers can use to help them figure out tricky parts? You know we say we have a tool box full of tools/strategies to help us build our stories? Well, we can add to this because Vern taught us a great lesson.

· Just like Vern, you guys have to make sure you have the right tools in your reading toolbox so you can figure out the words.

· For the next few days I am going to teach you how to be like Vern, how you can use all your tools as a reader to figure out tricky words.

· Watch me use my reading tools.

· Take out B.B. and start reading. Get stuck on a part (and use the strategy of using the picture). The picture doesn’t seem to be helping me. I am going to try and look at the beginning of the word too. (Say the beginning sound and study the picture). That’s it! Let me see if it makes sense (say the word and red the sentence one more time).

· Did you notice how I first used the picture, but it didn’t help me. So, I decided to try another tool, I used the beginning sounds. Do you see how I didn’t give up after using just one tool? I kept trying, I used another tool.

· Just like Vern, he used different tools to fix our sink. The first one didn’t work, so he tried another one.

· Right now, I want you and the person sitting next to you to remind each other of all the tools in your reading toolbox. I am going to listen in and see what you are saying. 

· Wow! You guys have a lot of tools in your toolboxes. You want to make sure that you are using each of them when you need them.

· I want you to remember that whenever you are reading, you can use different strategies/tools to help you figure the word out. Don’t give up. Try your best by using the tools that you know. 

· Today, I am going to look for readers who are using all of their tools when they get to tricky parts in their books. 

· Share some as I notice them during the workshop.

Day 3
Readers are brave when they get to hard words (Gr p.130)
· Revisit yesterday’s lesson on using many tools
· Today, I am going to show you this again, and I want to show you how to be brave when you get to hard words.

· What does it mean to be brave?

· Yes, it means that we aren’t scared to try something… we keep telling ourselves that we can do it. We never give up. 

· Give analogy of The Little Engine the Could (I think I can I will try)

· Give example using B.B.

· Watch me as I read. I am going to show you how I can be brave when I come to a tricky part. I am going to keep trying until I get the word.

· Use a few strategies (thinking out loud as I do each one). Make sure I ask myself, “Does this make sense/sound like language?”

· What did you see me doing?

· Did I give up? Was I being brave?

· This is what I want you guys to try and do today. Whenever you come to a tricky part, think about all the tools that you can use from your toolbox and use those tools. If one doesn’t work, try another one. Don’t give up… be brave!

· Dismiss kids by table color.

· End of Workshop: Share who was being brave, have them give examples of what they did to be brave readers.

Day 4
Readers ask themselves questions as they read (question mark) (GR p. 130) Does my reading make sense, look right, sound right?

· Revisit yesterday’s lessons.

· Review/talk about MSSLL strategy. Ask kids what it means.

· Remind them that it is very important that when we read we make sure that our reading makes sense, looks right, and sounds right.

· Tell them that when readers read a book, they are always asking themselves these questions as they read. (Hold up question mark picture and tell them this is another tool that we can add to our tool box). It is a question mark to remind us to ask these three questions.

· If it doesn’t make sense, look right, or sound right, they keep trying and be brave readers until they get it right.

· I am going to show you what I mean.

· Use B.B. and read a few pages. Use different strategies to figure out words, and ask myself does that look right, does it sound right, does it make sense? Ask kids this too. If they say no, ask what else can I do, what other tools can I use?

· When you are reading today and everyday, make sure that your reading looks right, sounds right. It should make sense and sound like language. If it doesn’t, keep trying and use all the tools you know to help you. Never give up and be brave.

· Add tool/strategy up on wall

· During workshop, share when I notice kids doing this.

Day 5
Readers can ask for help (Frog and Toad Strategy) (GR p. 130)
· Wow… look at all the tools we have to work with! With these tools I can see that we are becoming such awesome readers.

· Today, I want to teach you one more tool that you can use. I saved this one for last because this tool is something that we should use only if we are really stuck and have no more tools to use to help us figure out the tricky part. 

· Sometimes when we get really stuck, we can ask our neighbor or our reading partner to help us out. That’s one of the things that reading friends are for. (Hold up Frog and Toad picture)

· Of course, we will have to remember to be brave and try things and use all of our other tools before we ask for help.

· Let me show you what I mean.

· Model using a B.B. and come to a tricky part. Use all the strategies (picture, beginning sound, ending, makes sense, etc.) Tell kids… wow, this is really tricky. I cannot seem to figure it out! What can I do? (kids tell me to ask someone) Oh yea.. (pick someone to help me).

· Do you see how I used all of my tools first, before asking a friend? I was brave and tried it all by myself, and I just couldn’t get it. So, this is when I asked a friend.

· One thing you need to remember, we have to make sure we are not bothering other readers from their books by asking for help. What are some ways that we could ask other readers for help without being too loud or without distracting them from their reading. (kids come up with ideas and I model some if needed).

· Who’s ready to read today?

· Add Frog and Toad picture to wall of tools

· Dismiss kids by number

· End of Workshop: have a few kids share if they got help from someone or if they helped someone.

**After this lesson make sure to inform kids of our upcoming reading celebration and have them vote on what they would like to do to celebrate their growth as readers. (Ideas on GR p. 137). 
