A. B. Combs Leadership Magnet Elementary School Lesson Plan

Grade/Subject: 1st Grade        Name: Chris Hahner                                                                                                                                                                   

Date: March 20, 2008                  Time: 10:15 – 11:30
Organization:  _X_ Small group   _X_ Large group     __X_ Individual     ___ Learning Center

NCSCOS:

Language Arts Competency Goal 3:

The learner will make connections through the use of oral language, written language and media technology

3.01 Elaborate on how information and events connect to life experiences.

Science Competency Goal 1:

The learner will conduct investigations and make observations to build an understanding of the needs of living organisms. 

1.01 Investigate the needs of a variety of different plants:
· Air

· Water

· Light

· Space

1.02 Investigate the needs of a variety of different animals:

· Air

· Water

· Food

· Shelter

· Space

Social Studies Competency Goal 3:

The learner will recognize and understand the concept of change in various settings.

3.04 Recognize that members of the community are affected by changes in the community that occur over time

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, the students will understand what a text to world connection is. The students will also be able to explain the importance of trees in the rain forest. 

Rationale for selecting the learning outcomes: First grade studies a variety of world environments; this week we are learning all about the rain forest. In reader’s workshop our current focus is on making connections. The students have also recently been introduced to Lego Serious Play (LSP). The Great Kapok Tree serves as an excellent resource to tie all three together with tactile learning experiences.  

INTASC Standards:

STANDARD 2:  STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
The teacher understands how children learn and develop, and can provide learning opportunities that support a child’s intellectual, social, and personal development.
2.1  provides opportunities for students to assume responsibility for and be actively engaged in 
       their learning.
 
2.4  encourages student reflection on prior knowledge and its connection to new information.
STANDARD 4: MULTIPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
 The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage student development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.

4.1  selects and uses multiple teaching and learning strategies (a variety of presentations/
       explanations) to encourage students in critical thinking and problem solving.
Materials: 
· The Great Kapok Tree by: Lynne Cherry

· Ball of yarn

· Rainforest characters (written on small cards)

· Hat or basket (to choose cards from)

· LEGO brick kits

· LSP Flow Chart

· LSP Ground Rules Chart 

LESSON ACTIVITIES:

· Review previously taught material: The students will begin the activity in their small center groups. Each group had previously created a rain forest Lotus diagram. 

The teacher will ask questions about the rain forest and the students may use each other and their information to answer the review questions.

Anticipatory Set (Motivation): The students are asked to sit in a circle. I will pass the students a basket with small index cards folded in half. Each student will pass the basket around and will choose a card. They quickly find out that they have now become rain forest creatures.   
· Overview of learning outcomes to pupils:
3.01 Elaborate on how information and events connect to life experiences.

1.01 Investigate the needs of a variety of different plants.

1.01 Investigate the needs of a variety of different animals.

3.04 Recognize that members of the community are affected by changes in the 

community that occur over time

· Development of lesson: 

Part I: The lesson will begin when I ask the students to join me in a large circle at the front of the room. Without talking, I will show the students a basket with folded cards inside. I will silently choose one and pass the basket along. Once all the students have selected a card, they will find out that they are now rainforest creatures. As a class, we will read The Great Kapok Tree. I will introduce and model the concept of text-to-world connections. “Good readers not only make connections to themselves and other texts, but they also make connections to the word, or other people. When we read and learn new things, we have to look at it through other people’s eyes as if we were that person. This is called a TTW connection” (Miller, 2004). Afterwards, still sitting in the circle, I will read a short story while holding a ball of yarn in my hand. “As the teacher recites the story, each animal takes a strand of yarn from the "tree". This will form a "web of dependence" on the tree. Once all animals have been presented, the teacher (as a woodcutter) will cut the Kapok Tree down, cutting all "ties" from tree to animals.  This action will represent "deforestation" and how it harms our ecosystem by creating an imbalance.

Part II: We will transition this activity into Lego Serious Play. We will review the ground rules and flow chart. The students will listen to the following building challenge: How did the animals feel when the human wanted to cut down the great Kapok tree? The students will have ten minutes to build. Finally, each student will have the opportunity to explain his/her model. 

· Differentiation: This lesson will be differentiated through discussion as well as during individual model building with Lego Serious Play. 

· Covey connection: The Great Kapok Tree reminds us to begin with the end in mind. We have to think about the long-term consequences of our actions. Also, we have to stop and listen: seek first to understand!

· Quality Tools: Earlier in the week, the students created rain forest Lotus diagrams. The students will use these diagrams as a review early in the lesson.

· Assessment: Informal observation of student participation before, during, and after large group instruction and the read-a-loud. Informal observation will also take place as the students build their Lego models. 

· Closure:  The students will return to the carpet to discuss the importance of trees in both the rain forest and our everyday lives. 
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