Holidays Around the World
Each teacher will provide copies of the brochure as well as any other copies necessary for your day. 

	
Day 1
	Introduction
· Introduce the word tradition and discuss what some of the traditions students may have in their own lives and talk about some of my own. Discuss and how traditions are something we do each year.

· For the next few weeks we are going to be traveling all over the world to learn about different traditions. We will visit each of the 7 continents. Ask for student’s schema about continents.

· Sing the Continents song.

· Show a list/bubble map/fishbone of the holidays we will be celebrating from each continent
· Tell students, In order to travel to these places we will need to get on a plane! 
(You can move your desks in rows with numbers and seats with letters or have tape on your carpet with numbered rows and lettered seats) 

· Introduce Google Earth, the airplane tickets, the suitcase, the passport, and the labels that will go on them.

· Students can decorate their suitcases and fill out the information on their passport.

· Review/intro non-fiction texts. One feature of non-fiction texts is a table of contents. Introduce the Travel Journal and have students create a table of contents with page numbers

Table of Contents

My schema…………………….. pg 1

Christmas in the USA…………. pg  (they could end up multiple pgs)
Timkat (Epiphany) in Ethiopia..pg

Christmas in Germany……….. pg

Christmas in Mexico……………pg
Christmas in Australia/Antartica. pg
Christmas in Brazil.……………… pg
Diwali in India…………………… pg
Eid in Turkey/Middle East……… pg
Hannukah in Israel……………….pg
Chinese New Year……………….pg
Glossary…………………………. ..pg
(leave the page numbers blank so they can add them as they go)

· On the first page in their Travel Journal will write their schema about the traditions they already know 
Extra optional activities

· Students can begin with the end in mind to make a list of what they need to take a trip in their Travel Journals

· Students can create a KWL for Christmas in their Travel Journals
· You can do a class hot dot of the traditions that students know to see which ones we know the most or the least about


	Christmas in the United States
	Introduction

· Review traditions

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in America and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Objective:  

2.16 Retell nonfiction texts including text features (Title, heading, subheading)
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. (I like to take the kids in the hallway and give them a ticket as they come inside to ‘board the plane’)
· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to A.B. Combs and maybe other places in our city or state or country.

· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ PowerPoint about Christmas in America.
· Today, we will learn about the non-fiction features of titles, headings, and subheadings.  Start a lotus with non-fiction text features.
· Sometimes the authors of nonfiction break up sections into parts and label each part with a subheading. Notice that the title is usually in the biggest print. Headings are smaller than titles and subheadings are smaller than headings. By reading titles, headings, and subheadings, we can better understand the main ideas in nonfiction text. 
· Hand out the United States brochures. Go through the brochure, and have the students label the title of the brochure (country name), the headings, and subheadings. Be very specific with the headings because this will be new for many kids. 
· These headings and subheadings tell us as readers what information will be found in the text.
· When you read nonfiction texts, you can better understand what you are reading by paying attention to these text features.
· TSW read the brochure with a partner. They will highlight headings and subheadings.
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
4.102

Write a variety of different types of texts including poems and nonfiction

· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top.

Narrative Poems

Lesson Steps

· Discuss with students what a narrative is. Remind them that when they are writing small moment stories that is called a personal narrative, you are telling a story about your life

· Poems can be narratives too. Some poems tell stories.

· Read ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas and discuss the story the poem is describing

*There is a cute video of this poem at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a46lTHxc1bo
It’s 20 mins long so you can do it on a different day if you’d like

· Students can then make their own narrative poems by doing a different version of ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas. Ec. ‘Twas the Night Before Opening Presents, ‘Twas the Night Before Grandma Came, ‘Twas the Day the Before Cutting Down the Tree

· Make sure they know to make it look like a poem and not a story by including lines, line breaks, stanzas, and rhyming wordsStudents can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)
· You will need oatmeal, glitter, Ziploc bags, and the poem(Miss Randle has gotten copies)

· Make Reindeer Food:  http://www.youthonline.ca/christmas/crafts/reindeerfood.shtml in small groups 

· Once students are done creating their souvenir, they will get a stamp on their passport.
Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Epiphany in Ethiopia

	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature.
· Talk about any schema about Timkat in Ethiopia. We probably don’t have much schema about this country or this celebration. What can we do to find out? Let’s go there!
Travel – (Readers Workshop)
2.16 Retell nonfiction texts including text features (photographs, captions)
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to Ethiopia in Africa
· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Timkat in Ethiopia.
· Then explain to students that Timkat means Epiphany……???
· Then show another ‘in-flight movie’ about Epiphany.
· Today, we will notice a new text feature in our brochures. Pass out the brochures.
· Instead of illustrations, I see there is a real photograph. Nonfiction texts often include real photographs.
· Do notice anything special under the photograph? The students will notice the words below the photograph. Explain to the kids that this is called a caption. Captions give the reader information about the photo.
· The students will partner read, and they will highlight any captions they find in their brochure. They will write a new fact they learned from a photograph and caption. They will record it in their RRJ.
· Have kids share their facts if time permits.
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
4.102

Write a variety of different types of texts including poems and nonfiction
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top.
Haikus

Lesson Steps

· Review what a syllable is. Practice a few words with the students so they can clap out the syllables: Christmas, reindeer, Mexico, poinsettia

· They will write a new poem called an Haiku which are traditional poems from Japan

· A haiku has 3 lines and 1 stanza and each line has a specific number of syllables

· Use this haiku to remember how many syllables: 5-7-5

I am first with five 

Then seven in the middle

Five again to end

· Encourage students to write a haiku poem about an Ethiopian Timkat tradition. Ex: carrying umbrellas, processions, etc.

· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)
· The students will be creating a scene from Timkat with people processing down the street with their umbrellas following the ark.

· Model for the students how to draw and decorate an umbrella. Encourage them to draw 2 or more umbrellas in the procession. Make sure they include people holding the umbrellas and marching down the street.

· Here is a link for an interesting alternative for the umbrellas: http://familycrafts.about.com/od/weathercraftsactivities/a/umbrellapic.htm
Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Germany
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Germany and make a class lotus of this information. 

· Discuss how Germany was really the first country that celebrated Christmas to have a Christmas tree

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
2.16 Retell nonfiction texts including text features (bold, highlighted, and italicized words)
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to Germany

· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Christmas in Germany

· Today, we will learn about bold words in non-fiction texts that authors want us to pay special attention to. When we see these special words, they might be in bold print, highlighted, or italicized. Show examples of each in the social studies text. We know they are important because they look different than other words. 
· Readers need to make sure they know what these bold words mean, because they are important for understanding the topic.

· The students will partner read, and they will circle the bold word and underline what it means/write what it means in the brochure. 
· Have kids share their work with another pair if time permits.
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top: Christmas in Germany
Acrostic

Lesson Steps

· Review acrostic poems. Remind students of the acrostic poem they made with their names at the beginning of the year.

· When you are creating an acrostic poem you have to choose words that describe the object you are talking about, not just random words like “at”

· Review some of the words they learned about Christmas in Germany. You can choose to do a word as a whole class

· The students can then choose a word they learned from the PowerPoint and write an acrostic poem for it in their travel journal. Ex. Tannenbaum, Nutcracker, etc. 

· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make a 3D Christmas tree as a whole class.  They can decorate it when finished.
· Directions found here:

· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/christmas/papertree/
· Once students have made the tree, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Mexico
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Mexico and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Objective:  

2.08 Read and understand the information found in diagrams, charts, graphs and maps

· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to Mexico

· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Christmas in Mexico

· Review non-fiction features we have learned so far from the lotus.
· Today, we will explore a new feature that readers find in non-fiction texts. It is called a graph! What is your schema about graphs? Explain that non-fiction texts may include graphs to share important information. 
· Looking at these graphs can help us understand more details about a topic. These graphs contain data about the topic, and this data often supports what the text says.

· Board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop) Review Heading/Subheading; Make bulleted lists
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top: Christmas in Mexico 
· Today the students will write subheadings for the traditions they learned about in Mexico
· Review what subheadings are, and brainstorm as a class all of the traditions learned in Mexico (bubble map, lotus, etc.)  The traditions will be subheadings for our travel journal
· Students will pick two topics to write about today. These topics will be subheadings under their heading.
· Students will write 3 facts they learned about the tradition in bullets.  Discuss with students and model what bulleted lists look like. For example:

· Christmas in Mexico

· Poinsettia

· Fact

· Fact

· Fact
· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will then make their souvenir which is a paper tearing poinsettia (Mrs. Rose will distribute copies)
· You’ll need red and yellow paper!
· Stamp their passports 

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Brazil
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Brazil and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Objective:  

2.08 Read and understand the information found in diagrams, charts, and maps
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to Brazil
· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Christmas in Brazil
· Today, we will learn that some non-fiction texts include maps! What is your schema about maps? Why are they important? What might they show? 
· Give students the giant Mapquest Primary Atlases from the Social Studies materials. A map of South America which shows Brazil is on page 35. Have students turn there with you.
· Maps often show what places might look like if we were in the sky looking down at them. When we look at this map we can pretend we are in a helicopter hovering over South America. 
· At the bottom of the map I see some figures labeled with words. This is called a map legend. It can also be called a map key. It names what each part of the map represents. 
· Also point out the compass. What do you notice is true about Brazil? What do you notice about its size and location?
· The students will partner read. The students will do the following on the map in their brochure: circle the name of the capital city, trace the Amazon River, underline the name of the ocean to the East
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)Pictures/Captions
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top: Christmas in Brazil
· Today we will focus/review photos and captions

· Students will again pick two things they learned about Christmas in Brazil and create subheadings.  They will list 3 facts about each topic in a bulleted list.

· Students will pick one of their topics to illustrate, and create a caption for the picture.

· Remind students that captions are located by the picture (above, below, beside), and are short 1-2 complete sentences describing the picture.
· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Then, students will create their souvenir which is fireworks.  They will build these on black paper with glue and glitter.

· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Australia
and 

Antarctica
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Australia and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Objective:  

2.08 Read and understand the information found in diagrams, charts, and maps
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to Anarctica

· Discuss how no one really lives there so there are no traditions.

· Show the ‘in-flight’ movie

· Then travel to Australia on Google Earth.

· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Christmas in Australia

1. Today, we will learn about diagrams! A diagram is a picture that is usually labeled to show specific parts of something. This helps a reader understand parts of something by matching the picture and the words for those parts.  
·  Why do you think a diagram is helpful to a reader of non-fiction? Has a diagram ever helped you understand the text or topic?
· The students will read their brochures with a partner.

· In their RRJ, they will write about what they learned from examining the diagram.
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)Writing a Paragraph
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top: Christmas in Australia/Antarctica
· Today we will begin working on writing a paragraphs.  Show the students what a pargraph looks like in a non-fiction text.  TFK works well.  Discuss with students that paragraphs are a group of sentences focused on one topic.
· Show students the structure of a paragraph.  The first line is indented.
· Students will be writing 5 sentence paragraphs.  Show students the “Sandwich Chart” that shows all the parts of a paragraph
· Introduction

· Detail (Fact)

· Detail (Fact)

· Detail(Fact)

· Closing

· Model for students by writing your own paragraph.  Pick one tradition or topic that you learned about today.  Model thinking of a beginning for your paragraph. (Today I learned about Christmas in Australia…) The next 3 sentences will be details/facts about what you learned about the topic.  The closing sentence will bring the paragraph to a close.  You could use feelings (I would love to visit Australia for Christmas!)
· Students will write a paragraph using the small sandwich chart to help them.  They will glue this in their travel journal on today’s page.
· If you have extra time today, you can show students how to indent, and have them re-write their paragraph on the back.
· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make a koala on a candy cane.
· Make sure you have the copies that were provided from Mrs. Alexander copied on card stock for this activity.
· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Diwali
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Diwali in India and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Objective:  

2.08 Read and understand the information found in diagrams, charts, and maps
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to India

· You should visit the Taj Mahal and New Delhi to look at the 3D buildings

· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Diwali

· Sometimes non-fiction texts contain charts and tables. We can learn information from this feature because it is organized or categorized to include quick facts. Sometimes you might find a chart or table instead of a graph. Show some examples if possible.
· The students will partner read the brochure about India. They will pay close attention to the chart or table in the brochure. 
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)Paragraphs Continued
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top.

· Students will continue practicing writing a paragraph.
· Go over how you indent a paragraph.  Use 3 fingers to mark the space where you should start writing.
· Students will write a paragraph today about something they learned about Diwali.
· Students can use a sandwich chart to help them plan, but we are not putting it in the journal today.  They will use the chart to help them write their paragraph in their travel journal.
· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make ‘clay’ diyas that are traditionally lit during the Festival of Lights. They fold a square piece of brown peper into an origami cup and glue yellow, red, and orange tissue paper in the corner for the flame.

· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Hanukkah
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Hanukkah and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Objective:  
2.16 Retell nonfiction texts including topic and key concepts
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to Israel

· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Hanukkah
· When you are reading nonfiction, you usually can learn many new things.  One way to better understand what you read is to identify the topic and the key concepts about that topic. 
· The topic is what the whole text is about. Sometimes the topic is clear because the title tells you what it is, for example, our brochure today is entitled “Israel.” The topic today will be Israel.
· I am also noticing there are headings in this brochure. The headings may give us a hint about what the key concepts will be. We will be learning about (name headings). Key concepts are the most important information of the topic.
· Today, we will read the brochure together. We will make a bubble map with the topic in the center, and they key concepts around it. 
· As a class, read the brochure and decide together what the key concepts are. Record on bubble map.
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)Diagrams
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top.
· Review diagrams.  Remind students that diagrams are photos or drawings that have labeled parts.

· Today we will be drawing a diagram to go with our journal entry
· Students will write their paragraph about something that they learned about Haunakkah.  Remind students to indent!
· Students will create a diagram to go with their paragraph.  For example, drawing a menorah and labeling the parts.
· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make the Star of David out of white paper, scissors, and glue
· Craft: Star of David cut out of white paper from last year or use one of the links for directions on how to make a popsicle version.
· http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/star_of_david_craft.htm
· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Eid
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Eid and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Content Objective:  2.16 Retell nonfiction texts including topic and key concepts
· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to Turkey
· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about Eid al-Fitr
· Today, we will read a brochure about Turkey. We will be identifying the topic and key concepts. We will retell the important information by using the topic and key concepts.
· Just like yesterday, we will navigate the brochure as a class. Model for students how to identify the topic and key concepts. Model for students how to highlight key concepts. Have students highlight in their brochures as you read together.
· Now if I am going to tell someone about this country I have visited, I will want to include the topic and the key concepts about that topic. Listen as I tell the topic and key concepts.
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)Bold, Highlighted, Italicized Words
· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top.
· Review what bold words, highlighted words, and italicized words mean in non-fiction text.
· Students will write a paragraph about Eid today.   Review indenting 
· Students will go back and re-read their paragraph to find 2-3 important words.  Students will either highlight the words or make them bold.

· Have them go back to previous journal entries and find important words to highlight, or make bold. 
· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make a Crescent Moon symbol, which is a symbol placed on Eid cards sent between Muslim families and friends. Each student will trace then cut a crescent moon from white card stock. Have sponge and plate of paint for each table. Students will decorate the crescent moon with these colors

· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	China
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about the Chinese New Year and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

· Give the students their passport and a ticket. 

· Then show students Google Earth and ‘travel’ to China
· Students can watch the ‘in-flight movie’ about the Chinese New Year
· We have been learning that when we read nonfiction it is important to identify the topic and key concepts. 
· Today, you will work with a partner to identify the topic and key concepts in your brochure about China. You will highlight key concepts. 

· After the students finish, have them pair up with another group to compare their key concepts. They should be similar.

· Have a class discussion if time permits about what the key concepts about China were.
· De-board the plane and head back to your seats

Journal – (Writers Workshop)

· Have them turn to their table of contents and add the page number for this next section. When they turn to that page they will write the page number and the heading at the top.

· Have students write their paragraph about China, and remember to indent and go back and choose bold words.
· Students will create their glossary today.

· Show students glossaries in non-fiction texts.  Discuss how glossaries give the definition of the bold words in the book.  Glossaries are organized in alphabetical order.

· Show students how to put a list of words in alphabetical order, discuss what to do when more than one word start with the same letter.

· Students will create their glossary for all the bold/highlighted words in their travel journal.
· Students can get a label for their suitcase after completing their Travel Journal activity

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make ------------------------------
· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure
Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.


Random writing ideas for the Travel Journal:
· Go through the brochure and add to it
· Students can write a letter to their families about Christmas in America on a post card

· Students complete their KWL 

· Students write what they learned about the holiday in their Travel Journals

· Students write about the nonfiction feature that they learned

· Students create a photograph, caption, heading, table of contents, index, glossary

