Holidays Around the World
Each teacher will provide copies of the brochure as well as any other copies necessary for your day. 

	
Day 1
	Introduction
· Introduce the word tradition and discuss what some of the traditions students may have in their own lives and talk about some of my own. Discuss and how traditions are something we do each year.

· For the next few weeks we are going to be traveling all over the world to learn about different traditions. We will visit each of the 7 continents. Ask for student’s schema about continents.

· Sing the Continents song.

· Show a list/bubble map/fishbone of the holidays we will be celebrating from each continent
· Tell students, In order to travel to these places we will need to get on a plane! 
(You can move your desks in rows with numbers and seats with letters or have tape on your carpet with numbered rows and lettered seats) 

· Introduce Google Earth, the airplane tickets, the suitcase, the passport, and the labels that will go on them.

· Students can decorate their suitcases and fill out the information on their passport.

· Review/intro non-fiction texts. One feature of non-fiction texts is a table of contents. Introduce the Travel Journal and have students create a table of contents with page numbers

Table of Contents

My schema…………………….. pg 1

Christmas in the USA…………. pg  2
Timkat (Epiphany) in Ethiopia..pg 3
Christmas in Germany……….. pg 4
Christmas in Mexico……………pg 5
Christmas in Brazil.……………… pg 6
Christmas in Australia/Antartica. pg 7
Diwali in India…………………… pg 8
Hannukah in Israel……………….pg 9
Eid in Turkey/Middle East……… pg 10
Chinese New Year……………….pg 11
Glossary…………………………. ..pg 12
· On the first page in their Travel Journal will write their schema about the traditions they already know 
Extra optional activities

· Students can begin with the end in mind to make a list of what they need to take a trip in their Travel Journals

· Students can create a KWL for Christmas in their Travel Journals
· You can do a class hot dot of the traditions that students know to see which ones we know the most or the least about


	Day 2
	Geocache- invite parents so you can have smaller groups!



	Christmas in the United States
Day 3
	Introduction

· Review traditions

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in America and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)
Journal – (Writers Workshop)
Souvenir – (Social Studies)
· You will need oatmeal, glitter, Ziploc bags, and the poem(Miss Randle has gotten copies)

· Make Reindeer Food:  http://www.youthonline.ca/christmas/crafts/reindeerfood.shtml in small groups 

· Once students are done creating their souvenir, they will get a stamp on their passport.
Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Timkat in Ethiopia
Day 4

	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature.
· Talk about any schema about Timkat in Ethiopia. We probably don’t have much schema about this country or this celebration. What can we do to find out? Let’s go there!

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)

Souvenir – (Social Studies)
· The students will be creating a scene from Timkat with people processing down the street with their umbrellas following the ark.

· Model for the students how to draw and decorate an umbrella. Encourage them to draw 2 or more umbrellas in the procession. Make sure they include people holding the umbrellas and marching down the street.

· Here is a link for an interesting alternative for the umbrellas: http://familycrafts.about.com/od/weathercraftsactivities/a/umbrellapic.htm
Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Germany
Day 5
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Germany and make a class lotus of this information. 

· Discuss how Germany was really the first country that celebrated Christmas to have a Christmas tree

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make a 3D Christmas tree as a whole class.  They can decorate it when finished.

· Directions found here:

· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/christmas/papertree/
· Once students have made the tree, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Mexico
Day 6
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Mexico and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop) 
Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will then make their souvenir which is a paper tearing poinsettia (Mrs. Rose will distribute copies)
· You’ll need red and yellow paper!

· Stamp their passports 

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Brazil
Day 7
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Brazil and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Then, students will create their souvenir which is fireworks.  They will build these on black paper with glue and glitter.

· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Christmas in Australia
and 

Antarctica
Day 8
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Christmas in Australia and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make a koala on a candy cane.

· Make sure you have the copies that were provided from Mrs. Alexander copied on card stock for this activity.

· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Diwali in India
Day 9
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Diwali in India and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make ‘clay’ diyas that are traditionally lit during the Festival of Lights. They fold a square piece of brown peper into an origami cup and glue yellow, red, and orange tissue paper in the corner for the flame.

· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Hanukkah in Israel
Day 10
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Hanukkah and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make the Star of David out of white paper, scissors, and glue
· Craft: Star of David cut out of white paper from last year or use one of the links for directions on how to make a popsicle version.
· http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/star_of_david_craft.htm
· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Eid in the Middle East
Day 11
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about Eid and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)
Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make a Crescent Moon symbol, which is a symbol placed on Eid cards sent between Muslim families and friends. Each student will trace then cut a crescent moon from white card stock. Have sponge and plate of paint for each table. Students will decorate the crescent moon with these colors

· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.

	Chinese New Year in China
Day 12
	Introduction

· Review previous holiday and nonfiction feature

· Have students share some of their schema about the Chinese New Year and make a class lotus of this information. 

Travel – (Readers Workshop)

Journal – (Writers Workshop)

Souvenir – (Social Studies)

· Students will make ------------------------------
· Once students have made the souvenir, they are going to get a stamp on their passport.

Closure

Students can ‘board’ the plane and travel back to A.B. Combs. Review the nonfiction feature and any more information about the holiday to the lotus.


