Literacy Work Stations (aka Centers!)

Hey Team, 

Each week I will find several activities for stations to tie to our theme or project-based learning activities. I know that we all do stations/centers a little bit differently. Here are 12 basic literacy stations that can be used all year. Each station has an I Can. . . sign posted where the students can read it. The great thing about these stations is that you can change small things for differentiation, to practice new skills, and/or to keep the kids interested! I plan on adding new things to the I Can . . . signs throughout the year. You can start with 1, 2, or 3 things on each sign (whatever works for you!). Most of this information comes from Literacy Work Stations: Making Centers Work by Debbie Diller.
The students will (TSW) work in small groups or pairs while the teacher works with guided reading groups. Students will rotate through Literacy Work Stations as the week progresses.  
Library Station

I Can . . .
· Read a “just right” book
· Read a book by telling about the pictures

· Read a book from read-aloud

· Partner Read

· Write a book review about a book I just read 

· Keep reviews in class binder on library shelf
Big Book Station 

I Can . . .
· Read a big book with my partner (take turns reading) 

· Use a pointer to find

· sight words 

· word families (-at, -ug, -op, -in) 

· rhyming words

· compound words

(Students can use highlighter tape when they find these items)

· Write my connections on sticky notes (and attach them to the pages in the Big Book) 

Ideas for Fun Pointers: 
· pointers you already use during class

· toothbrush

· small finger puppets

· chopsticks

· bubble wands 

· fly swatters with hole cut out

· rulers

· magic wands, etc.

· dowel rods (cut in half) with seasonal items or small objects glued to them.
Drama Station 

I Can . . .
· Read and retell a book

· Use props to retell a book

· Use puppets to retell a story

· Read a play with a friend

· Use character cards (character names on index cards) TSW assign roles by passing out the cards. They can take turns being the different characters – whether reading different parts or acting them out through a retell. 

Overhead Station

I Can . . .
· Practice handwriting (definitely important the beginning of the year!) 
· Make words with magnetic letters

· Read a poem on a transparency
· Circle & read special words in a poem (sight words, word families, etc)
Writing Station

I Can . . .
· Write a sticker story (keep all together in one binder or book) 
· Create a stamp-a story (Provide a list of about 10 words. The students can choose 4 or 5 of these words to stamp into a story as they write.)
· Make a small book about something you know about

· Write about a picture (magazine, photograph, etc.)

· Write a story or a poem on a paper cutout (apple shaped, etc.) 

· Write a letter to a friend.

(It works well to have a help board with examples of what you are looking for.) 
Word Study Station

I Can . . .
· Letter/picture sorts (for non-readers, etc.) 
· Word sorts
· by letters (1, 2, 3, 4 etc.)

· by syllables

· by vowel sounds (short and long) 

· Starts like my name
· Stamp and read sight words/word families
· Make and read sight words/word families 
· magnetic letters

· letter tiles
· dry erase boards and markers
· play dough

· Use Making Word Envelopes 
· Students get an envelope with letter cards (1 letter per card).  They manipulate these letters to make as many 2, 3, and 4 letter words as possible
Pocket Chart Station (match, sort, sequence)
I Can . . .
Match 

· names and photos

· names and missing letters

· words and pictures

Sort

· pictures by syllable, letters, etc. 

· names (boys, girls, number of letters, number of syllables) 

· Words (number of letters, vowels, number of syllables, compound words, rhyming words)

Sequence

· Lines in a poem

· Events of a story

· Words in ABC order

· Words to create my own sentence
Computer Station

I Can . . .
· Play a game 
· www.starfall.com
· www.readwritethink.org
· Listen to a book on CD or a website
· Illustrate a story (Kidpix, Paint, etc.) 
· Write a story (Kidspiration) 
· Type my sight words, word family words, etc.
Creation Station

I Can . . .
· Make a puppet/prop to use at the drama station or for a retell

· Illustrate a book/story that I wrote

· Make a mask to go with a favorite character book

· Design a book jacket for a book I read

· Make a craft that relates to a social studies or science lesson/project-based learning

Poetry Station

I Can . . .
· Read a poem so it sounds like talking
· Point and read
· Find rhyming words
· Find words I know (sight words, word families, etc.)
· Illustrate a poem 
· Read poems with a buddy
Puzzles/Games

I Can . . .
· Put a puzzle together 

(If they aren’t finished, the next group can add on to it!) 

· Play a game 

· Cooperate with my partner (Synergize and Think win-win)
· Clean up all pieces and put them where they go. 
Listening Station

I Can . . .
· Turn the page with the beep 
· Read along with the book
· Talk to my partner about the tape/CD when we’re finished listening
· Draw a picture of my favorite part
· Retell the story I heard 
OTHER:  Math/Science/Social Studies

This is always a great place to put materials that have already been taught in these other subject areas:
· a Math game
· Science kit materials to practice with
· Read about, observe, sort, label, draw, write facts, etc.
· Social Studies craft, quality tool, etc. 
· great websites
