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Rationale


 Students will develop an understanding of how objects can be sorted by two 
attributes. Students will create bar graphs and tallies based on the data that 
they have collected.

Objective or Essential Question


 Students will:



1) Sort and classify objects by two attributes



2) Collect, organize, describe, and display data using tallies

Standard Addressed

Math:

4.01 – Collect, organize, describe and display data using line plots and tallies


5.01 – Sort and classify objects by two attributes

Prior Knowledge or Skill


Students must be able to recognize differences in objects.


Students must be able to recognize similarities in objects.


Students must have developed their gross motor skills.


Students must be able to sort and classify objects by one attribute.

Procedure

Opening Strategies


1. Briefly discuss St. Patrick’s Day and why we celebrate it.


2. Explain to students that there was an accident where they make Lucky 


Charms and some of the marshmallows got mixed up in the wrong 


box. They will be Super Sorters hired by General Mills to sort the 


Lucky Charms cereal.



3. Discuss possible sorting rules.

Middle Strategies


1. Have students dump their baggie of cereal onto their construction paper.


2. Next, have students begin sorting according to their own rules. 


3. Have students graph on Lucky Charms Sorts! Page the number of each 


marshmallow shape. Also, have students write each total number in 


tallies.

Ending Strategies


1. Discuss as a class the different ways students sorted their Lucky Charms. 


Focus on ways the cereal part was sorted vs. the marshmallow part. 

Questioning 


1. What is one way that you sorted your marshmallows?

2. What is one way that you sorted your cereal?


3. Why did you decide it would be best to sort the way you did?


4. How many marshmallows did you have altogether?


5. Did you have more cereal or more marshmallows?

Materials


Sandwich baggies half-filled with Lucky Charms

Lucky Charms Sorts! Graph page


Construction paper


Crayons


Pencils

Assessment Strategies


Observation of students working (are students able to sort and classify 


objects independently?) 


Questioning during discussions and independent work


Summative assessment on paper (Construction paper sorts & Lucky Charms 

Sorts! page)

Differentiation of Learning:


Higher level students can create addition and subtraction problems using 


collected data. They can also create stories about their Lucky Charms 


(or St. Patrick’s Day/Leprechauns).

