“Mental Images/Envisioning”

Day 1
Readers create pictures in their minds as they read. (RWM p. 77) (GR p. 172)
· Readers, you know how we’ve been making lots of connections to every book that we read? Well for the next couple of weeks we are going to talk about another way we can have a deeper connection to our books. 

· Readers can also picture the story in their minds as they read. Reading a book is like watching a movie of the story. Readers need to have a pretend movie screen in their heads so they can watch the story. Watch as I make a movie in my head while I’m reading this story.

· Read the story until you get to a part with vivid descriptions. Model a think aloud, “When I read these words… a picture comes to my mind of…” Describe your connection as if it were happening, describe who is there, what is going on, what colors you see, how the air feels, what things taste like… etc.
· Readers, did you see how making a movie or a mental image in my head made the text seem to come alive for me? I’ll always remember this page because of my connections to it and the images they create in my mind. Someone else reading the book would have different images because that person’s schema is different. No one would remember this (event) the same way I do.

· Continue reading the story, stopping one or two more times to model you thinking out loud about your mental image. (Put the book in your lap each time you are describing your mental images). “I’m imagining that…” “I can picture how… sounds, feels, looks, tastes”

· Give students a go at it. Reread a short passage from the book that most students can connect to (have schema for). 

· I’m going to read this part again really slowly, and I’m going to try and get a picture in my mind. I want you to try it too. Try to picture the scene, make it like a movie in your mind, a mental image. Use your schema to help you with the details.
· Tell students that when you make a mental image its not like watching television with the volume turned down. When careful readers picture the story, they do more than visualize. They hear the character’s voices and tones in their dialogue, they smell, taste, and feel the setting and experience the mood of the text.

· Send students off to read their just-right and/or choice books. 

· Share: Choose two or three students to share their mental images from their books. Guide them to read the part in the book that gave them their image. 
Day 2
Readers create mental images as they read. (RWM p. 78)
· Remind students that when they make mental images, they don’t only see the story in their minds, but they also hear it, smell it, taste it, and feel it. 

· Today I’m going to reread the story from yesterday. As I read I want you to lie down , close your eyes, and listen to the words as I read. Pay attention to the images that come alive in your mind. Put your thumb up when an image comes into your head.
· Read the pages slowly to allow time for the students to develop their images.

· When most children have thumbs in the air, with their eyes still closed, ask questions to the specifics of their images, “What kind is it?” “How many are there?” “What does it taste like?” Asking these kinds of questions gives the students permission to add details that personalize their images and make them unique.

· Continue throughout the book until most of the students have thumbs up again and ask questions about their images.

· You might want to read just a few pages today or finish the whole book depending on how long your class with stick with and describe one mental image.

· Ask students, “What do you think about creating mental images?” Discuss what they’ve noticed so far

· Send students off to read. Remind students how they can use sticky notes to hold their thinking where they had a mental image. During partner reading students can share their mental images from their books.
· Share: Choose two or three students to share their mental images. Show chart, “Creating Mental Images”: Helps us be in the story, Makes the characters and events come alive, Clears up confusing parts. Have students add to it.

Day 3
Mental images are created from reader’s schema. (RWM p. 80)
· Make ten copies of three or four poems (written by children from previous years).

· Read each one aloud several times.

· After I read these poems, I want you to think about which poem creates the most vivid mental images for you. Take a copy of the poem you’ve chosen and a piece of drawing paper and find a place you can work well. Read the poem to yourself a couple of times then capture the image that’s in your head as best you can onto paper. Draw your mental image. Take about ten minutes then we’ll share our work. 
· Ask those who have taken the same poem to sit together, share their images, and talk about what they notice. 
· Have children from each group tell the whole class about the mental images they’ve shared in their groups. 

· Did anyone notice how all the students in one group drew different pictures? Even though they read the same poem? Why are their mental images different? Their schema is different!

· Post students mental images pictures in a display on the wall.
Day 4

Readers can record their mental images. (GR p. 172)
· Today we’re going to record the mental images we have as we read. Remember that having a mental image is like having a pretend movie screen in your head. 
· Before you go off today to read your just right books and record your mental images, let me show you one other way you can ‘envision’ as you read.

· I want you to know that readers can envision “between the pictures” scenes. As I reread this familiar story watch how I can imaging what’s happening behind-the-scenes.

· Lay book in your lap when you are imagining your mental images. Describe what could be going on with characters in the background, what they could be doing, how they could be feeling. Imagine what could have happened from one page to the next that the story doesn’t explicitly say. (This gives students a basis for inferring)
· Model how to use the recording sheet for their mental images. 

· Send students off to choose a mental image from their books. They should choose a page that already has a sticky note on it so they can get straight to it. They record their mental images. They can do as many as time allows.

· Share: Students sit in circles of 3 or 4 and share their mental images.

Day 5
Our mental images can change after sharing them with others. (RWM p. 82)
· Read “Ducks on a Winter Night” by Georgia Heard. Write it on chart paper and have the children read it with you three or four times. Don’t talk much about images or meaning, ask children to go to their seats and draw the images they’ve created from the poem independently. 
· Next, ask them to share their images with their partners but also the bit of text that inspired that particular image. 
· Read the poem again and pay attention to your images. After learning about your partner’s image and rereading the text, would you change the image you’ve drawn in any way? Did your partner’s image change your understanding of the poem? Did rereading the text change the way you picture it? 
· Go to the other side of your paper and draw your image as you see it now. 

· Whose mental image changed? Why do you think it did? –Hearing our partners’ mental images adds to our schema, our mental files, we may have learned something new.

· Send students to read their just right books for the remainder of the time. They can continue to share their mental images with their partners.

Day 6
Mental images can be changed and adapted as we read. (RWM p. 83)
· Read Greyling by Jane Yolen. Without showing the pictures, read the first half of the book, quickly sketching some of your most vivid images on sticky notes and thinking aloud about how they change as you get further into the book. 
· “Lets take another look at my images. Do you see how they changed as I kept reading? The images in my head continue to change too. It’s like the movie going on in your head. 
· Now I’ll read the rest of the story and you’ll have a chance to see what it’s like to have a movie going on inside your head and do some sketching too. 
· Have the children bring a clipboard and pencil to the meeting area and give them a recording sheet divided into fourths and headed “Adapting mental images during reading”. 
· Reread the first half of the book, showing pictures this time through. “Now I’m going to read you the rest of the story. I’m not going to show you the pictures right now; I want you to listen to the words and keep track of how the images in your mind change as I continue to read. I’ll read a while, then stop, giving you time to sketch your images. 
· When we finish, we’ll take a look to see how you’ve adapted your images to include new information in the text. Are you ready?

· Continue with story and have student quickly sketch images.

· Ask students, ‘How have your mental images changed?’ ‘What have you noticed about our thinking today?’

· Students can read just right books for the reminder of the time.

Day 7
Creating dramatic responses to our mental images. (RWM p. 81)
· Ask students to get together in groups of three or four and find a space where there is enough space for them to work together comfortably. 
· Tell them, “Close your eyes and listen carefully to the poem I’m about to read. Pay special attention to the words in the poem and your schema to create vivid, detailed images” 
· Read the poem The Zoo at Night by Martha Robinson, aloud three or four times and ask children to think aloud in their groups about the images they’ve created. 
· Next say, “Put your thinking together to create a dramatic interpretation of the poem. Think about things like: What about the poem does your group think is the most important? How will you show that? How can everyone be included? 
· Students share their dramatic interpretations. Ask them to talk about why they chose to dramatize the poem the way they did. 

Day 8 
Using vivid mental images can help readers to create vivid images in their writing. (RWM p.84)
· Remind students that readers don’t only see the story in their minds, but they also hear it, smell it, taste it, and feel it. 
· Listen to a nature CD called Mountain Streams and have students draw their mental images. 
· Allow students to write about their mental image (this can be done whole class as a demonstration lesson). Encourage them to describe how all of their senses are involved.

· Let students share their drawn and written mental images. 

http://fun2teachandlearn.googlepages.com/MentalImageMini-lessons.pdf
