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Teacher Directions: 
 
Days 1 & 2: 
Ø  Read aloud the book Mooseltoe by Margie Palatini. While it is not necessary for students to 

have their own copy of the text, if you do have multiple copies students will be able to answer 
the questions below in greater detail.  

 
Ø After reading give the students the following Close Read questions to answer independently on 

the student recording page. For each question students must cite evidence from the text.   
 1. What is the message that the author is trying to teach you?  
 2. Tell me one positive outcome from this story. 

  3. Tell me one of Moose's strengths and one of his weaknesses. 
 4. Which character in the story do you most relate to and why? 
 5. How does the illustration on the cover create the mood for the story? 

 
Days 3 & 4: 
Ø As a whole group activity, have some students share their answers and explain their thoughts 

OR you can pair students up and have them share their answers and explain their thoughts to 
their partner. 

 
Ø  Now, discuss responding to literature. Ask them the following questions and record their 

responses. 
 1. What is literature? 
 2. Why does it mean to respond? 
 3. How might a person respond to literature? 
 4. What would be some information you would include in your response? 
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Teacher Directions (cont.): 
 
Days 3 & 4 (cont.): 
Ø  Tell them they are going to write a friendly letter to a friend, teacher, or parent to tell them 

why they should read this story. They will need to include the following answers to the below 
questions. They can use their Close Read Answers to help.   

 1. Introduce the text (title, author, illustrator) and include a summary.  
 2. Opinion of the text: Would I recommend this story to a friend? Why or Why not? 
 3. What other story is this similar to and why? 
 4. What does this remind me of in my life? Explain. 

 
Ø Model a response of the story for students to see. It is very important for students to see you in 

writing and hearing your thoughts as you write. You can use this story to model the writing or 
another story. 

 
Days 5-10: 
Ø  Students will be writing their responses. 
 
Ø After they have finished their friendly letter,  they make a moose to represent one of the 

characters from the book.  
 

Ø  Students can share their responses with their classmates. 
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Mooseltoe Close Read Questions 
 

After your teacher reads aloud Moosletoe, you will answer the following questions. Be sure to cite 
evidence from the text to support your answers. 
 
1.  What is the message that the author is trying to teach you?  
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Tell me one positive outcome from this story. 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Tell me one of Moose's strengths and one of his weaknesses. 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Which character in the story do you most relate to and why? 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 
5.   How does the illustration on the cover create the mood for the story? 
________________________________________________________ 
___________________          ____________         ___________________ 
___________________            __________               __________________ 
 
 
 
 
  

Name ______________	   Date ______________	  
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Mooseltoe Response To Literature & Opinion Writing Checklist 
 

You are going to write a friendly letter to a friend, teacher, or parent to tell them why they should 
read this story. Your letter will need to include the following information. You can use your Close 
Read questions. You can check off each section as you write. 
 
_____ Introduce the text (title, author, illustrator) and include a summary.  
 
_____ Opinion of the text: Would I recommend this story to a friend? Why or Why not? 
 
_____ What other story is this similar to and why? 
 
_____ What does this remind me of in my life? Explain. 
 
You will use the graphic organizer on the following page to organize your thoughts. You can use 
write your rough draft on paper, edit, revise, then publish your letter.  
 
_____ Completed graphic organizer 
 
_____ Rough draft 
 
_____ Revised 
 
_____ Edited 
 
_____ Published 
 
 
 
 
  

Name ______________	   Date ______________	  
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Mooseltoe Response To Literature & Opinion Writing Graphic Organizer 

Name ______________	   Date ______________	  
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Title: ___________ 

Author: _____________ 
Illustrator: _____________ 

Summary 
______________ 

___________________ 

______________________ 

____________________ 
__________________ 

   ____________ 

Reminds 
Me Of 

___________________ 

______________________ 

____________________ 
__________________ 

   ____________ 

Opinion 
______________ 

___________________ 

______________________ 

____________________ 
__________________ 

   ____________ 

Similar To 
______________ 

___________________ 

______________________ 

____________________ 
__________________ 

   ____________ 



___________________________, 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
  

 ______________	  
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Examples 
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