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November 10, 2011

Second Grade Team Mission Statement:

Our mission is to support all 21st century learners in reaching their potential, while encouraging a love for learning that will inspire a revolution. 

1st Quarter Conferences—Thank you to all the families that have been able to come to our first parent-teacher conferences of the year. It is important to maintain school to home communication and we enjoy showing you all the things your second grader has learned this quarter. 
Field Trip—Our Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters field trip was a huge success! The students really enjoyed seeing the book they read come to life on stage. They were able to make connections to the characters and their motives and recognize their favorite parts of the plot. It was a wonderful cultural experience for all!
Report Cards – 1st Quarter report cards were sent home in brown envelopes in Friday Folders last week. Please keep the report card at home and return the envelope signed. We will use these same envelopes for report cards all year. 

Spelling Bees – Each classroom conducted the first phase of the Spelling Bee in their classrooms this week. The top two students from each classroom will go on to a 2nd Grade Level Bee on November 30th for the second phase. They will be quizzed beginning with the 2nd grade words and continuing into 3rd and 4th grade if there are super spellers! The final phase will include the top two spellers from our grade level Bee to participate in a school wide Bee on January 9th. The second graders that are invited to this will begin with 5th grade words right away. Good luck!

Leadership Day – This is a very special day that Combs has twice a year. For an entire day we host over 100 people from all over the country and the world who want to come see what our school is all about! They hear speeches and presentations from students and also get the chance to visit our classrooms. They want to see our leadership and how we show the Covey habits so we make sure to demonstrate them! Leadership Day is a Dress for Success day so wear your Sunday best!
Holidays Around the World – We will soon being our big Holidays Around the World project. This takes place in the whole month of December. We learn about countries all over the world and the traditions they have. Read the letter below for more information. We look forward to it all year!
What We’ve Been Learning
· We have begun learning about poetry in Readers Workshop! The students learn about the parts of a poem: title, lines, stanzas, rhyme, and rhythm. They also learn that after reading a poem they can visualize what is happening and have emotional reactions. We are learning about finding similes and metaphors in poems too.
· In Writer’s Workshop we are writing poetry! We learned the difference between looking at an object with ‘Scientist Eyes’ and looking at something in a brand new way with ‘Poet Eyes’. Instead of looking at what something is, the students use their imaginations and look at what it can be. We then add line breaks to turn our notes into a real poem. We have some great poets in second grade!
· In Math Workshop we have finished up our work with different types of word problems. The students learned about change plus/minus, collection, comparison, two step problems, and problems with too much or not enough information. We stress finding multiple strategies to solve a problem and students are required to show their work! Our next unit will be looking deeper into shape attributes.
· In Social Studies we are learning about different branches of the government with leaders other than the president. We learn how important mayors, governors, judges, and city council members are to our government. We will also begin to explore the community around us and how it has changed from past to present and onward to the future. 
Upcoming  Dates:  
· November 11 – No School, Veteran’s Day
· November 17 – Leadership Day
· November 18 – Word Work Test
· November 23-25 – Fall Break
· November 28 – December 21 Holidays Around the World
· December 22 – Winter Break Begins
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Holidays Around the World 
It is that time of year for our fun Holidays Around the World project! Keeping up with the tradition from 1st grade, we are going to extend the learning about different holidays celebrated in different parts of the world. For the three weeks starting November 28th we will ‘travel’ on Google Earth to all seven continents. We will then watch an ‘in-flight movie’ that will give us more information about the holiday. When we land, we’ll read a brochure about the country and record what we learn in our travel journals. Lastly, we get to make and take a souvenir!

To make it even more fun, we are going to turn our desks into an airplane cabin, have our very own airplane tickets, and even a suitcase and a passport!

We’ll be learning about:

· Christmas in America

· Christmas in Germany

· Diwali in India

· Chinese New Year in China

· Christmas in Mexico

· Christmas in Brazil

· Hannukkah in Israel 

· Timkat in Ethiopia

· Christmas in Australia/Antarctica

· Eid in the Middle East
You are welcome to come join us any day during the three weeks!

Traveling…………. 9:00-9:45

Journaling………. 9:45-10:30

Souvenir…………. 2:00-2:30

We need a lot of help with preparation for this fun project. Below are the tasks that parents can help with. Please email your teacher if you would be willing to do one of these at-home projects. 

· Laminate and cut airplane tickets

· Fold and label passports with student info

· Cut and bag suitcase labels

· Create a class set of suitcases

· Create a class set of travel journals

· Fold brochures

· Individually bag small amounts of oatmeal

· Cut baking cups in half

· Cut tree templates

· Cut flower templates

· Cut koala templates

· Cut tissue paper squares

We also need just a little help to put the icing on the cake! Please email your teacher if you can donate any of the items below for our trip.

· Red, White, Blue and/or Silver glitter

· Oatmeal (just a small handful needed for each student)

· Class set of candy canes 

· Baking cups

· Green construction paper

· Red construction paper

· Yellow construction paper

· Black construction paper

· White/gray cardstock

Last but not least, if you have any schema of your own about the traditions above we’d love for you to share! Email your teacher what tradition you’d like to talk about and we will coordinate days.

We’ll see you when we return to Raleigh!

Thank you for all that you do! (
Mrs. Alexander, Ms. Boughton, Mrs. Catherwood, Ms. Edwards, Mr. Gorman, Mrs. Norman, Ms. Randle and Mrs. Rose
