“Readers Use Strategies to Figure out Words” 

Day 1
Readers use tools to figure out words/ Filling up our Reading Tool Box (GR p. 124)
*Have a laminated tool box ready to hang on wall for this mini lesson*

· Revisit strategies of warming up before reading

· Building stories in our minds: using tools to help us read just like builders use tools to help them build

· Close your eyes and imagine carrying a tool box, a reader’s toolbox that has the tools we need to help us figure out words (show kids paper tool box)

· Give some examples of tools that may be in our box already (pointing under the words when we read, checking the pictures, thinking about what’s happening in the story)

· For the next week or so, we are going to fill our reading toolbox with strategies or tools you use as readers to help you figure out words to help you build the stories in your books

· Today when you are reading, I am going to see what tools you guys already have for reading. If you notice that you have a really helpful strategy, let us know, so we can add it to our toolbox.

· During workshop: note anything I see readers doing and what they may need.

· End of workshop: Share some things that I saw two kids doing (i.e. using the pictures to help them read, since this is a strategy that they should all be using by now)

· Put tool box on the wall, and inform kids that we will fill this toolbox with lots of tools or strategies throughout the week.

Day 2
Readers study the pictures to help them figure out tricky words (GR p. 125-126)

*Have ‘study the picture and think about the story’ tool/picture ready to put on wall*

*Use kids from yesterday as an example for this mini lesson*

· Revisit yesterday how I noticed two kids using the picture to help them when they got stuck on a word. They didn’t just look at the picture, but they studied the picture.

· I think this is a really helpful tool/strategy to use, so today I am going to teach you how to use the picture and think about the story to help you figure out the words.

· Let me show you what they did (show exactly what they did with the book)

· So when you get stuck on a word, it helps to look and study the picture and think about what’s going on in the story. It’s not just enough to just look at the picture, like this (glance at it).

· This is a strategy or tool that we are going to add to our reading tool box (hold up picture and read)

· I want you guys to try using this tool right now. I have this big book and I covered the words on one of the pages because I want you to practice studying the picture and thinking about the story to figure out what the words will say. We’ll pretend that we got stuck on the words.

· Read the first few pages and get to page covered up words

· Everyone take a few seconds to study the picture by looking really closely at it, and think about the story so far. Then turn and talk to your partner about what you noticed. 

· Tell kids what you noticed them doing

· Show the kids the words, and have the kids read them

· Remember whenever you’re reading, and you get stuck, really study the picture and think about what is going on in the story. Remember, a quick look is not enough.

· If you do this today, let us know and we will share. 

· I will put this tool right up here next to our toolbox so we can remember that this tool can help us figure out tricky words.

· Dismiss kids by number.

· End of workshop: Have kids give thumbs up if they used this tool today. Have kids share what they did. 
Day 3
Readers figure out words by saying the sound of the beginning letters (Get your mouth ready) (GR p. 126)

· Revisit lesson from yesterday

· Today we are going to add one more strategy/tool to our tool box to help us figure out tricky words.

· When you get to a tricky word and you can’t figure it out, how many of you look at the beginning letter to see if you can figure out the word that way.

· Great, because that is what we are going to talk about today.

· I have a book here called, Hooray for Snail and I am going to read the first few pages. I just want you to watch what I do.. no voices right now.

· Begin reading and stop on “Snail listens.”

· Say beginning letters and try to make guesses.. say to yourself, “What would make sense here? Come up with words like laughs, looked, liked and keep asking yourself, does that make sense?

· Finally, say the correct word.

· What did you notice I was doing?

· Yes, the first thing I did was try and figure out the word by saying the beginning sound (“L”), and then I started saying words that began with that letter, but none of them seemed to make sense to me. So I kept trying and I got it.

· Today, when you are reading, and you get stuck on a word, look at the beginning letters and get your mouth ready to say the sounds of those letters. Don’t just look at the first letter, you might have to look at the first two or three letters to help you. Try and make guesses but think about “What would make sense” and you can also use the “study the picture” strategy too.

· Give me a thumbs up if you are ready to try this today!

· Okay, I am going to put this tool right up here next to “study the picture” Now we have two very good tools that we can use to help us figure out tricky words.

· Dismiss by table color

· Share if you noticed kids doing this today.

Day 4
Readers figure out words by noticing the ends of the words (caboose strategy) (GR p. 127)
· Revisit yesterday’s lesson on using the beginning of words to help us

· Today, we are going to learn a new strategy or tool to help us figure out tricky words.

· Remember yesterday, when I was reading “Hooray for Snail” and I looked at the beginning sound and started making all of these guesses as to what the word could be (looked, laughed, liked) and it didn’t make sense with the picture?
· Well, besides looking at the beginning letters and studying the picture, it could’ve helped to look at the end of the word.

· Let’s try it now.

· The word couldn’t be looked because there’s no ed at the end. We have to think of a word that starts with “L” but ends in ‘ens.”

· That’s what readers do, they look at the beginning and the end of the word to figure it out. We sometimes call this the caboose strategy because the caboose is where on the train?

· Yes, the caboose is at the end, so it reminds us to look at the end of a word to help us figure it out. 

· I am going to add this up on our wall today so we can remember that this is a tool that will help us.

· What tools do we have up here so far? (Have kids read tools)

· Alright, lets get reading. Dismiss by color of shirt.

· Share if we noticed someone using the caboose strategy today.

Day 5
Readers figure out the word by moving through the whole word (puzzle strategy) (GR p. 127)
· Revisit previous tools

· Today, we are going to learn about a new strategy/tool that we can use to help us figure out tricky words

· When you are reading, how many of you try and run your finger under the whole word slowly to help you figure it our.

· Here, watch what I mean by this. Read a familiar B.B. and come to a tricky word. Read under it slowly, thinking aloud as I go. (I know the ee together makes e or I see this little word and that says, it, etc.)

· What did you see me doing?

· I said the beginning sounds, and then as I was trying to read the rest, I looked for parts that I know.

· Sometimes we call this the puzzle strategy, because we are breaking the words into pieces or parts to figure it out.

· Have some words up on a chart, and show kids how to use this strategy (dinosaur, mousetrap, inside, outside)

· Do you see how I kind of broke the word up in little pieces to figure it out? And then I put it all together by reading it again? I also made sure it made sense.

· That is another tool that we can use to figure out tricky words. I am going to add the puzzle strategy/tool up on our wall. Wow, look at all of the strategies we have to work with so far! We have a lot of great tools to work with to help us become great readers!

· Who’s ready to try this tool today?

· Dismiss by number

· Share kids who I see using this strategy
