“Reading with Fluency”

Day 1
Introduction to Fluency (GR p. 131-132)

· I noticed that when some of you are reading to me, you have tried really hard to read in smooth voices because it helps you understand the story. When I was reading with a first grader last year, he said to me, “Mrs. Goossesns I am trying to be very careful when I read, but then I read too slowly and it is hard for me to understand what I just read.” How many of you have this happen to you while you read? You are so focused on trying really hard and being brave, but then you reading sounds-like-this (say in a robotic way) and-it-can-be-hard-to-follow-the-story.

· Do you see what I mean?

· It is important to read in a smooth talking voice that isn’t too slow. Today, I am going to teach you how to do this so you can understand what’s going on in your story.

· Watch me as I read this sentence (written on chart) I-like-to-play-with-my-best-friends-because we have fun together.

· That sounded sooo slow, like a robot.

· Now, I am going to try and read it faster, in a more normal voice… like I’m talking.

· Now let’s try practice reading in a regular talking voice. We’ll read the sentence together, and then you guys will have some time to practice reading it in a regular talking voice. 

· Read sentence and then children practice.

· Whenever you’re reading a new book, or a letter, or the menu at Happy Joe’s, I want you to remember to read in a smooth voice that sounds like a talking voice, not a robotic voice. If you read it in a robotic voice, make sure to go back and re-read it and keep doing that until your voice sounds smooth, like you’re talking. That way, you will understand what you just read!

· Give me thumbs up if you understand what to do!

· Dismiss by tables

· End of workshop: kids give me a thumbs up if they read in a talking voice today.

Day 2
Readers think about the meaning of the sentence or story (GR p. 132)

· Yesterday we talked about how we can read like we are talking by re-reading the sentence. Today, I want to show you how to read smoothly by thinking about what the story or sentence is about.

· I have a short story written up here on the chart. It is about going to the grocery story with my mom.

· Let’s read it together. I have some words covered, because I want you to really think about what word would fit there, what would make sense. 

· Read the story

My mom and I went to the (grocery) store. My mom had a lot of things written on her (list). I asked her if I could push the (cart). She said “yes”. We shopped for a long time. After we were done shopping, we went to the checkout line and my mom (paid) for the food with her money and we put the food into brown paper (bags). We went to the parking lot and put the bags in the (trunk).

· Do you see how we figured out the words by just thinking about what the story and sentences were about?

· Do you see how I kept going back to re-read the sentences to figure out what would make sense. Then, after we figured out the word, I went back again and re-read. Then when we were done with the whole story, I went back and re-read it again. So it would sound more smooth?

· This is what I would like you to do each and every day when you read. If you have a hard time figuring out a word, and you have to stop and think and go back and re-read to figure out what makes sense, make sure you go back and re-read so your voice sounds smooth.

· Give me a thumbs up if you understand.

· Today, when I conference with you, I am going to be watching for this.

· Dismiss by table color.

Day 3
Readers chunk text to make it sound smooth (GR p. 132)

· We have been talking about how to make our reading sound smooth so we understand what we are reading.

· One way that we can do this is by reading the words that go together really quickly.

· For example, when I read the words peanut butter and jelly. I don’t read them like peanut-butter-and-jelly. I read them as if they were one word like this, peanutbutterandjelly. 

· Use some other examples such as reader’s workshop. We don’t read it like readers-work-shop. We read it as if it was one word. (readersworkshop)… quickly and smoothly.

· So, whenever you come to words that you know just go together, say them quickly as if they were one word. This will help you get through the sentence quicker, and you will understand what you are reading!

Day 4

Readers use clues in the text to help us read with expression (GR p. 132-133)
· We have been talking a lot about reading so our voices sound smooth like we are talking. Today, I want to show you how to not only read smoothly, but also read with expression.

· Does anyone know what I mean, when I say reading with expression?

· Give examples of reading with expression (like when I read during read-aloud time)

· Give examples of not reading with expression (mono-tone) sounds BORING

· When we read, we need to think about the story and what is going on, so we know what kind of voice to use.

· Give examples of some stories that we have read lately and how I read them.

· Show examples of books with dialogue (“he whispered”, she shouted, etc.) and how to use those words to help us read with expression.

· Give me a thumbs up if you can try to read with expression today. I am going to listen in, and if I hear you reading with voice and expression, I am going to ask you to share!

· Dismiss by number

· Have kids share as I am hearing them.

Day 5
Readers use a storyteller’s voice while reading

· Yesterday we talked about reading with expression and I heard a lot of you doing that! Today, we are going to talk about reading like storytellers.

· What do you think it means when I say reading like a storyteller?

· Listen to me as I read a few pages from this book (any book will do). I am going to try my best to read like a story teller, so you can see how it is done. 

· Turn and talk to your partner about what you noticed me doing. How was I reading like a storyteller?

· During reader’s workshop today, we are going to practice reading like storytellers with our reading partners. You and your partner are going to work together to read a book from each of your baskets. Take turns reading the pages like storytellers.

· Dismiss kids with partners

· Listen and compliment/model as I conference with kids. 
