“Schema/Making Connections”

Day 1
Readers make connections as they read. (RWM p. 57)
· You know how we’ve been learning about what good readers do when they come to a word they don’t know? Well, today we’re going to being learning about what good readers do to better understand and have fun with their reading.

· Do you know that great readers think and read at the same time? One of the most important things readers to do when they read is to make connections from what they already know to information in the text.

· Thinking about what you already know is called using your schema. Schema is the stuff that’s already inside your head, like places you’ve been, things you’ve done, books you’ve read – all the experiences you’ve had that make up who you are and what you know and believe to be true. 

· Today we’re going to talk about one way readers use schema: to make connections from our reading to ourselves. We’ll call these text-to-self connections. When you make connections when you read, it’s kind of like having a conversation going on in your head.

· Today I’ll read a story to you, The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant. I’ll read for awhile, then I’ll stop and think out loud to show you how I use my schema to make connections from my life to the story.

· When I’m holding up the book like this, I’ll be reading. When the book is down on my lap like this, I’ll be thinking out loud.

· Read the story and stop two or three times to lay the book down. Make genuine connections to your life citing what part of the book reminded you of your connection. 

· “This page makes me laugh” “I love this part” “This part reminded me of…” “When I saw the picture of… I thought…”

· Ask students what they noticed about your thinking.

· Send them off to read their just-right books and/or their choice books with their schema in mind.
Day 2
Readers make connections as they read. Second modeled read aloud.
· Yesterday I modeled how I can use my schema to help me connect to a story. I called it making a text-to-self connection. Today I’m going to model thinking aloud another story while I share my schema with you.

· Remember when I hold the book up, I’ll be reading and when I lay the book in my lap, I’ll be thinking aloud.
· Read the story aloud to the children making two or three genuine connections to the book. Always refer back to the book when you model your connections. Use the language you hope the children will use: “This part reminds me of…” “I like this part because…” “This picture of… makes me feel…”
· Allow children to share their connections to the story today. Gently redirect and form their responses. Ask children to recall the words or point out the pictures to provide the rest of the class with a point of reference. 
· Students continue to read their just-right books/choice books with their schema in mind as they read. 
Day 3
Readers make connections that help them understand the story. (RWM p. 60)
· Today when I’m reading aloud to you, I’m going to record your connections in my notebook. Tomorrow we’ll talk about them and figure out which kinds of connections help us most.

· Read “” and have students share their connections. Begin scripting their connections in a notebook. Praise students that remembered to reference the book when making their connections. 

· Tomorrow we’ll talk about the difference between connections that help us and the ones that don’t.

· After school, record students’ responses on chart paper for the next lesson

Day 4
Readers make connections that help them understand the story. Part 2.
· Show students their responses recorded on chart paper

· We’re going to put a 1 next to each response that helped us with the text and a 2 next to responses that didn’t help us. As I reread you should think about the connections we made yesterday and try to figure out which ones help us understand the story best.

· As you go through each response ask, “Does that help us learn more about the story?”, “Do you think that connection will help us?”, “Why do you think we should put a 1 there?”

· Allow students to defend their responses and explain why they think the connections help or don’t help. 

· After reviewing each connection ask the students, “What can we learn from all this great thinking that we did?” Record it on the chart.

Day 5
Sharing connections with others can help us understand the story. (RWM p.56)
· Readers, for the past couple of days we have been learning about the difference between connections that help us understand the story and connections that don’t. We learned that the connections that help us are the ones that stay close to the story and help us feel how the characters feel. 

· Today we’ll explore how sharing our schema and connections with a friend can help you understand things you didn’t notice before.

· As I read today I want you to think about your connections and ways that they help you understand the story. Then we’ll share. 

· Continue modeling your connections to the story as you read.

· Give students some think time to develop their connections. Then they turn and talk with a partner next to them about their text to self connections.
· Ask students, “What was the same about you and your partner’s connection? What was different?” “How did hearing your partner’s connection help you to notice something that you didn’t know before?” “Did their connection help you to understand a part of the story better?”
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