“Schema/Making Connections”

Day 6
Readers explain their connections. (GR p. 177)
· Readers, when we are reminded of something as we read (making a connection), it’s important to think beyond the connection. After saying, “This reminds me of my dog” add “because my dog was such a frisky puppy, too. It was a lot of work to take care of him, so I think that the dog in this book must be a lot of work too”.
· When you make connections you use them to help you understand your books better. They help you to stay in the story, understand the story, understand the characters, and understand the world in the book. 
· I want you to practice adding “My connection helps me understand the book or the character better because…”

· Take a look at a few other ways you can start your connections. Many of them you have used before when we’ve been sharing our schema. Show students the chart:

This reminds me of… because…

This is like (another book) because…

This makes me think of… because…

· Today when you’re reading your just right/choice books and you find a part that you’ve made a connection to, the part where your “thinking is the loudest”, I want you to put a sticky note on that page. That way, when we come to share, you’ll be able to turn straight to that page.
· Model placing sticky note so that it sticks out the pages of the book. 

· Send students off to read a just right book and find two or three connections.

· SHARE: Invite students to come up and share their connections to their books. Guide them to use the responses on the chart to deepen their connections. 

· *Discuss how sometimes there ARE no connections in certain books… don’t force them!

Day 7
Readers can make connections to different features of a story.
· Create a large 4 column chart with the headings, “Part of the Story”, “Picture”, “Character”, and “Feeling”.

· You know how we’ve been specific about what part of the book we make our connections to? To keep our connections close to the text? Well today I’m going to show you how to connect even deeper to your books.

· This chart shows 4 different ways you can connect to a text. You can connect to a part of the story (a part that is in the words), you can connect to a picture on a page, you can connect to a character (maybe you are like the character or you know someone who is), or you can connect to a feeling (the way a character feels or the way the story is making you feel).

· Each of you have your clipboards and sticky notes ready. As I’m reading the story today I will be stopping a few times for you to make quick sketches or quick sentences about the connections you are having to the story. When we’re done we’ll use the chart to see how deep our connections go.

· Model your thinking as done in the previous lessons while making connections to the text. Stop periodically and record your thinking on sticky notes as you give time for the students record their thinking also. 

· When you are finished reading, go back to the sticky notes that you left in the text and place them on the appropriate column in the chart shown at the beginning of the lesson. Call upon students to come up and place their post it notes where they belong on the text. (Give them some think time to determine where their connection should go first before they are called to come up). As children as place their sticky notes on the chart, have students still sitting on the carpet to share their connections with the class.
· Review the connections on sticky notes made to each feature of the story: Part of the Story, Picture, Character, and Feeling

· Readers, what do you notice about the differences and similarities between the connections we made today? What can we say about our schema that connects to a part of the story? To those that connect to a picture? To a character? To a feeling? 
Day 8

Readers record their Text-To-Self connections. (RWM p. 70)
· Remind students about the sticky notes they placed in their just right books yesterday. They placed sticky notes in places where they had a text-to-self connection where their “thinking was the loudest”.

· Today you will be recording your thinking for others to read. 

· Show a large T-Chart with the headings: “When I read/heard the part about…” “It reminded me of…”. (modeled after response sheet on page 70 in Reading with Meaning).

· When you make a connection to your book, in this first column I want you to write and/or draw the specific place in the book that you made the connection to, just like how we’ve done during our read alouds. 

· In the second column you will write and/or draw about your text-to-self connection to that part of the book. 

· Model for the students: Remember when we read “”? I had this connection… Watch how I will record it on my schema sheet. First I’ll remember the part of the story that reminded me and write it on this side. Then I’ll write a connection that was close to that part of the story on this side.

· Students then get their just right books and turn to a sticky note that they placed the day before. They will record their text-to-self connections.

· They can share their schema sheets with their reading partners.

Day 9
Readers can make connections between books they have read. (RWM p.64)
· Read aloud the story “Oliver Button” by Tomie dePaola to the students. Continue through the story together making connections about characters and events in the story.
Day 10
Readers can make connections between books they have read. 
· Readers, yesterday when I was reading “Oliver Button” we were making some good, deep connections weren’t we? You’re getting so good at making text-to-self connections that I want to teach you how reading make other kinds of connections too. 
· Let me show you what I mean…

· Read Amazing Grace aloud to the class. As you move through the book, instead of sharing your connections to yourself, model how a part in Amazing Grace reminds you about a part in Oliver Button. “I’m thinking of Oliver Button at the same time I’m reading Amazing Grade and I’m thinking they’re alike in some ways.”
· When readers make a connection from a book to that they’re reading to one they’ve read before that’s called making a text-to-text connection.

· Making text-to-text connections, or connections from one book to another book can help you understand the new story and make predictions about what may happen based on what you know from the other story. Let’s keep reading and see what happens next.
· Continue reading until you get to a part that is similar is both books. Think aloud how you can predict what might happen next in this book because it is the same thing that happened in the other book. 

· When you finish the story ask the kids what they noticed as you were making text-to-text connections. 

· Show students the Venn diagram you made of Amazing Grace and Oliver Button.

· Invite the students to share their text-to-text connections with you as you record the similarities and differences among Grace and Oliver.

Suggested Books

The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant

Fireflies by Julie Brinkloe

My Great-Aunt Arizona by Gloria Houston

Koala Lou by Mem Fox

The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes

Hazel’s Amazing Mother by Rosemary Wells

Ira Sleeps Over by Bernard Waber

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman

Oliver Button is a Sissy by Tomie dePaola

I Know a Lady by Charlotte Zolotow

Roxaboxen by Alice McLerran

Amos and Boris by Williams Steig

Going Home by Eve Bunting

Hey World, Here I Am by Jean Little

I Hate English by Ellen Levine

Mirette on the High Wire by Emily Arnold McCully

Near the Window Tree: Poems and Notes by Karla Kuskin

The Pain and the Great One by Judy Blume

Rondo in C by Paul Fleischman

Snippets by Charlotte Zoltow

Two of Them by Aliki

