“Staying Focused on Reading”

Day 1
Readers stay focused on books even if they can’t read the words
· Review/revisit what we have been talking about
· Explain to kids that even though we can’t read every word in every book, we still can get a sense of what the story might be about using many different strategies

· Model with a book on my own reading the pictures of the book

· Tell kids, turn to a partner and talk about what you noticed I was doing

· Discuss findings… stress staying focused, and never giving up.

· Today and for a couple more weeks you are going to find books in these baskets that are not going to be “just right” books for you. Some, you will not be able to read the words, but that’s okay. We are going to learn about some things that we can do as readers to stay focused on our reading.

· Before dismissing kids, remind them that you will be watching them as readers and see what they do to stay focused on a book

· End of Workshop: Share findings

Day 2
Strong readers read the pictures (GR p.89)
· Yesterday, we started to talk about what readers do to stay focused on a book. One think we noticed was that I was reading the pictures to help me understand what was going on in the story.

· Model with another book, this time pointing out things like noticing details in the pictures, how to tell the story with the pictures

· Model how to talk about the pictures with a partner

· Kids practice talking with partners

· Send kids off to read using just the pictures

· End of Workshop: Share what I noticed and have kids share a few pictures

Day 3
Strong readers act out the story (use different voices for characters) (GR p. 90)

· Revisit using picture to tell story

· Read The Way I Feel using pictures and point out characters in book as I read

· Ask, “what type of voice do you think this character will have?”

· By looking at the pictures, do you think this character looks happy, sad, angry, etc. What type of voice would we use?

· Point out the mood of the story. For example, a spooky story, we might read in a spooky voice, a song book, we will read like a song, etc.

· Send kids off to read and watch how they use voices

· End of Workshop: Have a couple of kids share how they used voices for different characters

Day 4
Strong readers are reminded of things when they read (GR p. 90) A taste of text to text and text to self connections

· Revisit yesterday’s lesson on using voices for character to tell a story.

· Tell them that sometimes when we are reading books and looking at the pictures, we sometimes make certain connection. (Give a few examples from read alouds that we have done)

· Use The Way I Feel and point out some connections I made while reading the pictures and words in the story. For example, “this girl looks really sad because it looks like her sister doesn’t want to share with her. I remember when I was younger and I would get sad when kids didn’t share with me. Have you ever gotten sad because of that?” Use other examples from story, until I feel like kids are catching on.

· Send kids off to read and remind them that when they are reading, see if they can make any connections.

· End of Workshop: Have a few kids share some connections they made.

Day 5
What to do when I am done reading a book: The importance of re-reading (D.M. p. 31 and GR p. 90)
· Revisit yesterday’s lesson on connections

· I’ve noticed that some of you have trouble figuring out what to do when you finish a book. Watch what I do. (Grab a book, flip through it looking at the pictures and read some words, close book and put in the basket).

· What did you see me do? Have kids share.

· What could I do instead of putting it in the basket after looking at it just one time? Have kids state some things

· Generate list as a class:
