“Making our Classroom a Good Place to Read”

Day 1
What do I need to read well? (GR p. 76)
· Have 2 kids share favorite book

· Talk about what I need to teach well… we also need things to read well

· Think about what you need to do your very best reading (quiet place, cozy, time to read alone, with someone else, etc) add kids’ ideas to a chart labeled: What we need to do our very best reading

· Remind kids we will add to this list as we come up with more ideas.

· Today, when you are reading, I want you to think about what you need to do your very best reading work.

· Remind kids of voice level. What can you say if someone is reading or talking too loudly?

· End of Workshop: Share ideas and add to list

Day 2
What do I need to read well? (continued from yesterday)
· Have 2 kids share their favorite books

· Revisit list from yesterday

· Talk about making our class RW time like this list

· Talk about and model going to seats quickly/smoothly and quietly so we don’t waist precious reading time

· Watch kids go to seats and compliment positive behaviors

· End of Workshop: Discuss things on list, what I noticed kids doing and add things if needed.

Day 3
Taking care of our books (GR p. 79-80)
· Have 2 kids share favorite books

· Revisit list and point out taking care of books (if on list) If not on list, say, “this is something that I think we need to add.

· Model putting books away in baskets (being careless and just throwing them in ask if there is a problem)… is that taking care of our books?

· Model the right way to put them in carefully (right side up, facing forward)

· Pass around basket and have each child put in book to practice (compliment)

· During reader’s workshop today, watch how you and others put away the book. If they aren’t doing it correctly, what can you say to them? (model if needed)

· End of Workshop: Show baskets to kids and compliment or fix books (how does this look… does this look right, how can we fix it?)

Day 4
Interruptions during conferences (GR p. 85-86)

· Have 2 kids share favorite books

· Remind children of how I walk around with clipboard and talk with kids

· Today, I want to teach you about the job we have in conference.

· Model conference with student and ask kids what they noticed and discuss

· Turn to your neighbor and remind them of the jobs that I do and that you do during conferences

· Today and everyday, when I am having conferences, you guys have to try and not interrupt me. Lets see if we can do that today…

· Send kids to seats and monitor/take notes on interruptions I get for tomorrow’s mini lesson
Day 5
Helping ourselves not to interrupt during conference (GR p. 86-87)

· Remind kids about yesterday’s mini lesson and talk about what I noticed/what interruptions I go

· Let’s work together and figure out some ways that we can help ourselves besides coming to me during reading conferences.

· Make a chart with heading “Helping Ourselves Not to Interrupt Conferences.” And use heading such as “Can I go to the Bathroom/get a drink/get a tissue?” “Someone is bothering me” “I’m stuck on a hard part” “I need help…” etc.

· Today and everyday, let’s see if we can work at helping ourselves rather than asking me for help. Use this chart to help you remember. (Find a place in the room together to hang chart).

· End of Workshop: Share what I noticed and give compliments or reminders if needed.

