World Environment Station Ideas

Arctic – Desert – Rain Forest - Ocean
Creation Station
· Build habitats or world environments out of Legos

· Create a class mural or collage for each world environment – children can prepare various pieces at stations (animals, plants, etc.)

· Give students large pieces of construction paper – Have them draw and label one of the world environments
· Create dioramas (most of the local shoe stores will collect shoe boxes for you if you ask! Payless did it for me last year)
· Animal Projects:

OCEAN

Crab made of paper plates, pipe cleaners, & straws cut into 1-inch parts
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Fish made out of coffee filter, paint, and foil scraps
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paper plate aquariums – saran wrap for clear or tinted blue part. 

[image: image3.png]


  paper plate hermit crab
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    brown bag whale
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   jelly fish made out of coffee filter and cray paper, tissue paper, or construction paper
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  Paper Bowl Turtle Craft

DESERT
· Cactus: Students trace a cactus outline on green construction paper. Cut tooth picks in half. Students glue toothpicks all over cactus outline.
· Cactus Sponge – Cut the shape of a cactus out of a sponge. Students can sponge paint with the cactus shape.
· Aboriginal Dot Paintings (Australian) – 
http://www.art-rageous.net/DotPainting.html
· Sand pictures – allow students to paint a picture with glue and then sprinkle sand all over it – maybe a desert animal picture or a desert setting with the sun, sun dunes, etc.
· Sand Paper Art – children can create landscapes and desert images. They put their paper over a piece of sand paper. We have plenty of this in our Pebbles, Sand, and Silt Science kit.
· Lizard – cut out a template for a lizard (you can find many on dltk.kids.com) and let the kids cover the lizard with buttons, noodles, or rice. You can paint the noodles and rice if you want. The rice gives it a cool texture.
· Toilet paper or paper towel roll snakes. Cut rolls into small sections. Put hole punch in each roll near the end. You can have the students paint the cardboard first. Connect tubes with paperclips or small pieces of pipe cleaners.
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 Camel made of part of an egg carton
ARCTIC
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  finger print penguin
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Egg-shaped penguin cutout,handprint wings
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   Polar Bear made out of ALL circles
· Pattern Block Snowflake
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Film Canister Penguin Puppets:
Directions: Use film canisters and cut the lid in half. Hot glue them to the sides for wings. Finish up by adding a white foam belly and an orange beak and two googly eyes. If you just want to use the black film canister, you can use craft foam pieces to make the wings, stomach, and beak.
Ice is Nice with Torn-Paper Arctic animals

Create a mixture that looks like ice – 2 parts nonmenthol shaving cream and one part white glue.  Kids can paint snow, icebergs, etc. and then use torn paper to create arctic animals. 

RAIN FOREST
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Snake made of paper chains or you can use the toilet paper rolls snake from the desert ideas. 
· Butterfly:  Coffee Filter Butterflies with clothespin body
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· Tropical bird mask with paper plate, feathers, craft stick, and paper scraps

Other Tropical Bird Ideas (Parrots, Toucans, Macaws)

· I have a bird template and you put two slits near the bottom of the bird. Slide cray paper or colorful tissue paper strips through the slits to make the feathers – I have a picture of this if you need to see it!
· Hand and Foot Birds (footprint or shoeprint is body of bird – hands are the Wings) – add feathers, googley eyes, etc. 
Frogs:
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Trees
· Papertowel rolls as trunk and stuff with fake leaves or tissue paper

· Roll or twist brown pieces of butcher paper for trunk. Have student create large green leaves or dip hands in green paint and make handprint leaves.

· Rain Stick

paper towel or toilet paper roll. Put dried rice or inside and cover ends with fabric or strong paper and rubber bands. Students can paint or decorate as they wish. Makes an even better rain sound if you roll and twist a piece of aluminum foil and put inside. 
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· How to draw a simple monkey face that looks great!
http://www.chunkymonkey.com/murals/chimplesson.htm
· Sloth       http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mpapersloth.htm
· Jan Brett’s The Umbrella Rain Forest Coloring Pages http://www.janbrett.com/mural_umbrella/umbrella_mural.htm
· Paper plate or CD monkey – see directions below:
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Paint your paper plate brown and let dry.
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Use the template below to cut ot the ears
and face of the monkey out of tan colored
construction paper. (Ifyouwant, you could
just paint on the face using the template )

w

Glue the ears onto the back of the paper plate
and glue the face on the front. Use a marker to
draw i the eyes, nose and motth

o
O
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I post a lot of activities here – many of them have been listed in my previous station send outs. Some of the newer activities are in GREEN.
Computer Station

Some of our old favorites:
· Study Island
· Starfall
· Kidpix (lotus option)
· www.readwritethink.org
· Kidspiration (has great math, reading, writing, science, and social studies activities – very graphic organizer friendly!)
· www.internet4classrooms  (can choose games by objectives)
· Tumblebooks – for listening 

Rainforest Links

· Rainforest video (I have a password): www.brainpopjr.com
· www.rainforestmaths.com
· http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
· An Index of Rain Forest Sites:

· http://www.rain-tree.com/links.htm
· Kids Connect – Rainforest

· http://www.kidskonnect.com/component/option,com_alphacontent/section,4/cat,15/task,view/id,96/Itemid,31/
· http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/class_pages/laroche/rainforest/guide.htm
· Rain Forest for Kids: http://www.kathimitchell.com/rainfor.html
Arctic

· Everything penguins you could ever need: http://www.vickiblackwell.com/penguins.html
· http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
Desert

· Desert video (I have a password): www.brainpopjr.com
· http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/

· Kids Connect – Desert
· http://www.kidskonnect.com/component/option,com_alphacontent/section,4/cat,15/task,view/id,69/Itemid,31/
Ocean

· http://www.seaworld.org/
· http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
· http://www.aqua.org/ - National Aquarium in Baltimore

· Ocean Games for Kids 

· http://www.primarygames.com/science/ocean/games.htm

Pocket Chart or Poetry Station
· Make as many words as you can from the word Rainforest (an, rest, a, rain, forest,in, for, ran, store, fan, tan, or, fin, sin, tin, etc.) 
· Sort animal cards by world environment

· I’ve attached many cards that are already made.
· Have the students read the following poems – find sight words, word families, or even put these poems back together
DESERT
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OCEAN

Sea Animals
What do you see in the sea?
Animals moving free!
Snails and whales
Using their tails.
Seals and eels
Looking for meals.
Catfish, flatfish
Chasing fat fish.
What do you see in the sea?
Animals moving free!

Whale Sailing

Would you go for a sail on the back of a whale?

Would you sail through the ocean so blue?

There’s a lot you could see

(If the whale would agree)

It’s more fun that a trip to the zoo!

So please take the chance; if you get the chance. 

- to ride with a whale through the deep ocean blue

You’ll get mighty wet, but it’s worth it – you bet!

Just be sure to rub on some suntan lotion!
ARCTIC

A Question About Penguins
When do penguins change their clothes?
They must have others, I suppose.
Can it be that they're always dressed
In party clothes, that can't be messed?
Gathered in suits of black and white
Perfect for some formal night - 
Do they expect a king or queen
To grace their distant glacial scene
It would make me feel much better
If I knew they each owned a sweater. 
Penguin
I know a bird
That cannot fly:
Penguin is its name.
It cannot fly,
But it can swim
With speed that wins it fame!

I know a bird
That lives on ice
And waddles by the sea.
It looks so cute
In its black-and-white suit,
As handsome as can be!

Meish Goldish

RAINFOREST

SSSSSSnake

Lean, Leaf-green

Black bead eyes

Twines in vines

Loops and ties

Kinky, slinky.

-  This boy spies

Coiling, roiling,

-  “Hey!” he cries.

Boa? Noa!

Can’t be that.

Mamba? Scramba!

Leaves his hat.
Itsy Bitsy Monkey (to the tune of "The Itsy Bitsy Spider")

The itsy bitsy monkey climbed up the coconut tree
(Pretend to be climbing up a tree)
Down came a coconut & hit him on his knee-OWWW
(Make a fist & hit knee)
Out came a lion a shakin his mighty mane---ANNND---
(Frame face with hands to look like a lion & shake head)
The itsy bitsy monkey climbed up the coconut tree. 
· Sort words and/or pictures according to feature (s-blends, digraphs, etc.) – can easily use world environment words!
· Sort words and/or pictures by syllable – can easily use world environment words!
· Sequencing Activities
· Write stories or events on sentence strips. Students have to put them in sequential order so the story makes sense. You can do this with pictures as well for our ESL or lower learners. 
· Character, Setting, Plot sorts 
· Write the words character, setting, and plot on 3 index cards. Students place these cards at the top of the pocket chart. Provide students with another set of index cards with places, character names, and a variety of plots. They have to sort the cards by story element. 
Math Station 
Make sure to check out the classroom strategies for first grade – there are tons of easy math games and ideas to help the students learn the concepts:

http://community.learnnc.org/dpi/math/archives/2005/06/grades_k2_resou.php
Place Value

· What’s the Scoop – you need ice-cream cone patterns and ice-cream scoop patterns (I have them already made). The cones have the standard form of a number written on them. Students must find the proper scoops with the expanded form of the numbers. For example- a cone says 65. The student has to find the 60 scoop and the 5 scoop and put it all together. You can do this with hundreds as well!

· High Low, Three in a Row
· You need a deck of cards

· Students pick two or three cards and must record all of the possible numbers that he/she can make with these cards.

Addition and Subtraction

· Goldfish cracker addition and subtraction
Use goldfish crackers as manipulatives for the children to make up word problems.  ie, 3 goldfish were swimming and they saw 2 beautiful goldfish swimming nearby.  The 3 goldfish asked the 2 goldfish to swim with them.  Now how many goldfish are swimming together?  Have the children record their equations.

I’ll add more for telling-time stations later. 
· Pattern Cards
· Create a deck of cards with index cards – write pattern names on the cards. Students have to pick a card and then make that pattern with the math manipulatives
· Dominoes Addition or Subtraction

· Muffin Math

· Use a disposable muffin tin. Write number sentences on the botton of the paper liners. Cut out circles (construction paper) with the answers on them. Students place the circles on the correct number sentences.
· Five Finger Fun 
· Number hand cutouts by 5’s and 10’s. 
· Mix hands up in a bag or container
· Students pick one hand at a time and must put them in order
· Fact Houses
· Create houses out of construction paper. Write either one number on the roof or 3 numbers on the roof. 
Ex: 10  or write 6, 4, 10  

· Students write all the addition or subtraction facts that they know (either on cards or laminate the house)
· Squiggle Estimation
· Create large sqiggley lines or shapes (snake squiggley line or zig-zag) on laminated paper
· Give students beans
· They have to estimate how many beans it would take to fill up the sqiggley line or shape prior to actually doing it. 
· Treasure to Measure
· Put items in a shoebox or treasure box. Provide students with ruler and allow them to practice measuring. You can also do this with non-standard units. You can choose to have a recording sheet or not.
· My Day Time Books
· Students think of activities they do in the morning, afternoon, and at night. They can create simple time books, drawing a picture, a clock, and writing a sentence about what they do at this time.
· Time Concentration Game
· Create or buy flashcards with the digital time and analog time. Students have to find the matches. 
· Geoboards (for kids who still need to work on shapes)
· Stamp out story problems (addition and subtraction)
· Use seasonal stamps or objects (bears, leaves, flowers, etc.)
· Students have to fill in the number sentence
· Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow
· Create flashcards with time words (yesterday, today, tomorrow, or even 7:00, 12:00, 3:30, etc.) Students take turns picking a card and telling about what happens or happened at this time. This is a great way for the students to learn to use their time words. You can add the clock or they can draw/write if done individually.
· Egg Timer Estimations
· See attached task sheet. 
· Students have to estimate how many times they can complete a task before the sand runs out. They record their guess and the actual number. Tasks include things like drawing smiley faces, clipping links together, stamping the alphabet, punching holes in a sheet of paper with a hole punch, etc.
· Calendar Cutups
· Laminate a blank calendar template (there are many free ones you can download – just type blank calendar in google) and all of the pieces to go on it. 
· Months, dates, days of the week. 
· Students choose a month and fill in the calendar accordingly. This is great for number sense and students who have trouble with calendar math. You can ask questions once they’ve filled it in. 
· Unifix Cube Estimation
· Many of the kids have trouble with spatial visualization and estimating how many cubes would fit in a particular area or space. Draw a various shapes and ask the students to estimate how many cubes would fit inside. Then ask them to draw the cubes inside. They can check their work by actually using the cubes to fill in the space. 
· Scrabble Addition

· Use scrabble letter tiles. 

· Create a simple word list (tree, like, or use word family words) Students must build these words with the letter tiles and then add up their worth. (A calculator is an option at this station)

Writing

· Write animal riddles (sloth, penguin, turtle, etc.)
· Give clues and then ask – What animal am I?

                                     Ex:     S _ _ _ _ E 

I start with an S and end with a E.
I am a reptile and have sharp fangs.
I eat small food, what can I say.
I'm very good at sneaking and I am usually four feet long. What am I?

· World Environment journal or writing prompts:

· Do you want to live in the desert? Why or Why not?

· Pretend you are a famous scientist exploring the rain forest.  Take us on one of your many adventures

· Read the poem Whale Sailing – where would you go riding on a whale?

· Would you want to live in the arctic? Why or Why Not?

· World Environment Alliteration Sentences (using animals,etc.)
Ex: Many monkeys make messy mud-pies on Monday mornings!
· “Thesaur – o – saurus”

· I have a dinosaur template to use for this

· Students practice looking up synonyms in the thesaurus and place each synonym on the spike of the dinosaur.
· Sticker stories
· Letters and envelopes 
· Students can write letters to students living in these biomes.
· Story Elements
· Take craft sticks in three colors. Write out characters, settings, and plots (problems). Students pick 3 sticks (one for each story element) and write a story about these items. 
· Punctuation beach ball or dice
· Write on a beach ball or blank dice ( ,  ?   !  ) 
· Students toss it and wherever their right thumb lands (if using beach ball) – this is the type of sentence they need to write. 
· Notepad or Diecut Stories
· Give students a variety of notepads or diecut shapes. 
· Students write stories on or about these objects.
· Silly Stories

· 2 brown lunch bags or containers

· put title starters in each bag (on small cards)

· Bag 1: The red monkey    Bag 2: Who loved pizza

· Students have to pick one card from each bag and this becomes the title for their silly story.

· Lists (using those long refrigerator notepads)

· World Environment Animal Lists 

· Desert, Oceans, Arctic, Rain Forest
· Make a variety of list topics and put them in a container.

· Students pick a topic and create a list

· Topic ideas: pets, sports, favorite books, groceries, toys,etc 

· Magazine  pictures or real pictures

· Display a variety of pictures

· Students choose a picture and write a descriptive story about it or they can simply make a list of describing words about the picture.

· Acrostic Favorites

· Write many words on small slips of paper. Put them in a jar. Students choose one slip and write this word down the side of their paper. This is the word they write their acrostic poem about.

Word Study 
· Students can create sight words and word family words with the following activities:
· Dry Erase Boards  (Student and Teacher)
·  Give students a stack of index cards with word family words written on them. One student acts as the teacher, picks a card and asks the other student to spell it. Then the  children reverse roles
· Easter Eggs (come in many colors, themes, etc.)

· Take index cards and cut them into small squares or rectangles. Write one letter on each square. Put squares inside easter eggs. Students will reassemble words. 
· Spaghetti Spelling
· Cut white or yellow yarn into a variety of sizes. Place yarn in old pot or bowl. Students will use “spaghetti” to spell out words.
· Playdoh Words
· Stamping out Words
· Magnet Letters or Word Soup
· Place magnet letters in bowl. Students can use a spoon to select letters and build as many words as possible.
· Magna Doodle Words
· Chalk Words

· Reading Rods (rods connect to make words)

·  I have these if you want them.

· Letter Tiles to Build Words

· Pipe Cleaner Words

· Wiki Sticks

· Tactile Bags 

· Put glue or gel in sealed bag. Students spell out words using their finger. 

· Sand in an upside down burner cover (for the stove) – they make round and square ones (it’s a tin type material)

· Word Study Fun Activities

· Use word study fun cards with word families 

· Hide words in a picture

· Rainbow words

· Train or snake words, etc. 

· This station can stay exciting if you change the writing medium (gel pels, markers, crayons, chalk on black paper, etc.)

· Write silly stories or sentences using as many word wall words as possible. Decide how to show word wall words (put a star, circle, square, etc.) around them.

· More Word Games

· Memory or concentration

· Pick up sticks (on craft sticks)

· Rotten Bananas

· Shake, Read, and Write

· Gather several empty egg cartons. Write a sight word or word family word in the bottom of each section and a number from 1 to 12. Add a dried bean to each carton. Kids shake the carton, read the word that the bean landed on, and record the word and number. The first player to reach 50 wins. (Students can use a calculator if need be – this can be an individual or team game)

Daily Have-To Ideas:
· Read and illustrate world environment poems (see pocket chart above)

· Read poems and answer writing prompts or give assignments using quality tools
· Chilly Vowel Sounds (short and long i) 

· Students will have a picture of an icebox (regrigerator) and an igloo. They have to sort words according to their vowel sounds.

· Animal Acrostic Poems

· Pass the Lotus (for each World Environment)

· World Environment Quality Tools (fishbone, bubble map)

· Animal Crafts (see creation station)

· FACT Books – each student picks one non-fiction animal fact. They can fill in a lotus or make a small book about this animal by writing down facts.

· Going on a Jungle Walk – create a list of items to take – or complete a lotus describing senses.

· Give students a cupcake liner. They will draw their picture inside the liner (this will make them look like an Eskimo). You could also do the same with cotton balls. Have them write about what it would be like to live in Alaska or the Arctic.
· Animal Research  - Each student or each table can research an animal and answer these questions
· Where do they live?
· What do they eat?
· How do they protect themselves?
· Do they live alone or with other animals?
· Fun facts
· Fish vs. Whale Venn Diagram (and other animal Venn diagrams)
· Alphabet List A to Z – Ocean Animals
Other Fun Ideas: 
Great Kapok Tree Lesson – see attachments
Desert Scenario: (You could do this with LSP too!)

· Provide the students with the following scenario:

· The desert is a very difficult place to live because it is so hot and there is not a lot of water. Your job is to protect yourself from the hot sun. Build a model house using the supplies given to you. As a team, you will need to explain your creation and how it will help you survive in the desert! Good Luck! TSW work together to create shelters to protect themselves in the desert. 

· Regroup and have each team present their creation! What Covey habits would they need in the desert? What Covey habits did the students use when building their creation.
Objectives: 2.01, 2.02

Materials: sand, rocks, cardboard tubes, cube blocks, scenario card, aluminum foil trays, straws, rubber bands, etc.
Animals and Blubber
· TSW learn about how blubber keeps whales warm.

· TSW experiment with the blubber glove and the control glove

Objectives: TSW be able to describe the experiment in their own words and to explain why blubber is important.

Materials: blubber glove, dishpan, ice, control glove, science journals
http://www.hometrainingtools.com/articles/whale-blubber-project.html
http://teachers.net/lessonplans/posts/76.html
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Create your own igloo out of milk jugs!

