World Holidays – Center Activities and More
Math

· Menorah Math

· Cut out 4 menorahs.

· Put a number in the center candle on the menorah

· Give students pre-made candles. Students must sort the addition facts to match the sum in the middle of the menorah

· Ornament Order

· Using real or paper ornaments put one number on each ornament. Students must put the ornaments in order

· It’s fun to hang a string or some garland and actually have the students hang the ornaments in order
· Ornament Shape Ideas: snowflakes, trees, stars, candy cane shapes, Christmas balls, gingerbread, etc.
· You can differentiate this activity with a variety of patterns, etc. (Counting by 2, 5, 10, or just putting numbers in order) 
· Kwanza Harvest Addition

· Materials: plastic fruits, basket, bows, labels or masking tape

· Label each bow with a sum 

· Label each piece of fruit with a number 

· Students put a bow (with the sum) on/in front of the basket
· Students must figure out which pieces of fruit to use to make the sum on the bow. 

(Students can use calculators to check their work)
· Don’t Forget the Bows! (Sorting and Graphing)
· Make a large laminated graph or give each student a copy of the Don’t Forget the Bows Graph worksheet

· Give students a gift bag of bows. Students will sort the bows by color and/or pattern. Students will then record their data on the graph and answer various questions. 
· Geoboards

· Create a gingerbread house using a variety of shapes with 1 or more geoboards. 

Creation Station

· Create a holiday card for a family member
· Make a menorah 
· Weave a mkek (a straw mat used at Kwanza) – students can weave brightly colored strips of construction paper. 

· Create a reindeer ornament with toilet paper roll, pipe cleaners, and googley-eyes. 
Computers

· http://www.tumblebooks.com/library/asp/home_tumblebooks.asp  (Students can read along and listen to audio books – Erin Huckle sent out this link)
· Kid Pix – do holiday lotus diagrams

· Kidspiration – holiday bubble maps

· Venn Diagrams (compare holidays or holiday stories) http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/venn/
· Watch holiday video clips from Discovery’s United Streaming
Word Study 

· Stocking Stuffer Blends (blends and rimes) 

· Make paper stocking cutouts with a blend in the middle

· Make paper candy cane cutouts with rimes 

· Students choose candy canes and must match them to a stocking to make words. 
Writing

· Holiday Sticker Stories 

· Story on a Stick - Label three plastic/paper cups with character, setting, and plot. Write basic examples on craft sticks and place in plastic cups. Students choose three sticks and design a story around these items. 

· Write a letter to Santa 
Games/Puzzles

· Word Holiday Bingo 

· Dreidel

· Word Holiday Memory Game 

(using world holiday symbols, pictures, words) 

Overhead

· Copy holiday poems (handwriting)

· Acrostic poems (for various world holiday names)

· Copy a basic holiday cookie recipe

Library or Listening
· Read or listen to a holiday story with a partner

· Identify Beginning, Middle and End 

